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PREFACE. 



In these pages one who has experienced 
many trials seeks to comfort and edify the 
traveller towards the heavenly rest. To the 
unconverted he addresses words of expostu- 
lation and warning. He has endeavoured 
to explain those passages of Holy Scripture 
which describe the future abodes of the 
saved and of the lost. Some of the views 
put forth have been for the first time pub- 
lished. The erroneous opinions of the Uni- 
versalists have been controverted, while the 
Destructionists — ^who maintain that the un- 
godly, after passing through an awful judg- 
ment and a period of condemnation propor- 
tioned to their crimes, shall be destroyed with 
extinction of being — have been sufficiently 
confuted in course of the argument. 

As to whether the glorified saints are con- 
versant with the affairs of earth, no opinion 
has been expressed. That the Church Tri- 
umphant are privileged to rejoice together 



VI PREFACE. 

with the angels when a sinner repenteth and 
is brought to God is most probable, but it 
would seem scarcely consistent with the 
heavenly perfection that the saints, while 
"made free from sin," should be still fa- 
miliar with the sorrows of mortality. Shall 
the cry of a world lying in wickedness, and 
which "groaneth and travaileth in pain," be 
permitted to mar the joys of the ransomed ? 

The seer of Patmos has described the lost 
as tormented "in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb." 
In the performance of their high behests, 
angels penetrate to every portion of the 
universe. In His divine nature, the eye of 
Jesus must comprehend all space, — the 
secrets of the deep are open to Him. To 
His redeemed He shall certainly present no 
spectacle which may obscure the splendour or 
impair the glory of their heavenly dwelling- 
place. 

That this little work may be blessed to 
many on the way Sionward is the Author's 
earnest prayer. 

London, January y 1868. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

A^HRISTIAN Revelation represents the 
^^ chain of existence which commences 
in the hour of birth, as extending onward 
throughout the ages of eternity. The chain 
submerged under the gulf of death appears 
on the other side with the stamp of immor- 
tality. The present life is an introduction to 
the future. Its pathway cannot be retraced. 
The conduct of each individual now deter- 
mines his eternal condition. 

The Lord Jesus Christ brought life and 
immortality to light. Through His abundant 
revelation the entire sacred volume teems 
with tidings concerning the eternal world. 
In the blessedness of Eden we obtain a pic- 

B 
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ture of the heavenly paradise ; the expulsion 
from the garden, with the flaming sword at 
its portals, points to a place of woe. Job, 
afflicted with bodily disease, and encompassed 
with adversity; the Israelites enthralled in 
Egyptian bondage ; Samson, a captive, de- 
prived of his eyes and mocked by his 
enemies ; Jeremiah in the dungeon — these 
represent what Satan has in store for those 
over whom he has power. Job delivered from 
all his troubles, and with doubled possessions 
— Israel inhabiting the goodly Canaan — 
Elijah ascending in a fiery chariot to heaven, 
shadow forth the triumph and glory of the 
redeemed. 

The separation which shall eternally sub- 
sist between the righteous and the wicked 
was symbolized from the epoch of the fall. 
The posterity of Seth and the descendants 
of Cain lived apart. The progeny of Esau 
and of Ishmael were not permitted to inter- 
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mingle with the seed of chosen Israel. The 
people of God were enjoined to dissociate 
themselves from the heathen nations. Chris- 
tians were from the first a' people separated 
from the world. 

In that remarkable parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, our Lord represents the eternal 
abodes of the saved and of the lost as sepa- 
rated by an impassable barrier. "Between 
us and you," said Abraham to the condemned 
Dives, "there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence."* There is a 
chasm between heaven and hell, which can- 
not be passed through or bridged over. The 
hiatus is "great" and "fixed." Boundless 
as eternity, it is immoveable as are the divine 
decrees. 

A most important doctrine is revealed in 

* Luke xvi. 26. 
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the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew's Gospel. 
In portraying the events of the final judg- 
ment Christ uses these remarkable words, — 
"Then shall the King say unto them on His 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. Then," it is 
added, " shall He say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels." * Thus does the Saviour reveal that 
God has prepared a dwelling-place for His 
people, while He has elected none of the human 
rkce to perdition. From the foundation of 
the world God prepared a kingdom to which 
His people should obtain admission, as by a 
right of inheritance. Man was created that 
the divine benediction might rest upon him. 
The image which he bore fitted him for com- 
panionship with the great Author of his 

♦ Matt. XXV. 34, 41. 
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being. Even at the great transgression, Divine 
Love upheld the sinner. A ray of heavenly 
light beamed through the dark future. On 
the cloud of despair rested the rainbow of 
hope. With the inevitable curse was blended 
the promise of a Deliverer. The sword of 
terror which guarded a forfeited Eden was 
accompanied by the cherubim, symbolizing 
peace and pardon, and pointing to paradise 
restored. The Angel of the Divine presence 
which shone upon the mercy-seat was at 
length manifested in human form as the child 
of Mary. Herein we realize the force of 
these hallowed words, — ** For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved," * 

♦ John iii. i6, 17, 



XIV INTRODUCTION. 

Hell was ** prepared for the devil and his 
angels," not for man. It was not the purpose 
of God that a single member of the human 
race should dwell in the region of woe. Men 
sink into the pit when they eschew the 
message of salvation. They sink into hell 
when they reject the counsels of heaven, 
and rebel against the government of the 
Almighty. 

God is Love. During successive periods of 
inconceivable duration the world was framed 
as the dwelling-place of men. Among the 
inhabitants of the world the elements ot 
happiness have been diffused with an unspar- 
ing hand. God " maketh His sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust." But every token 
of Divine Love pales before the great event 
of atonement That God should have rescued 
man from the consequences of the first trans- 
gression was wonderful. That for this pur- 



\ 
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pose the Second Person of the glorious 
Godhead should have condescended to assume 
the vestments of humanity, and submit to an 
accursed death, transcends the comprehension 
of the highest intelligences. The angels of 
heaven are incapable of fathoming the love 
which shone resplendent in the birth at Beth- 
lehem, and in the crucifixion on Mount 
Calvary. 

The Saviour was a living embodiment 
of Divine Love. He went about doing 
good. His soul overflowed with benevolence. 
When some spoke to Him of His mother 
and brethren. He showed that His affection 
was not bounded by the ties of kindred. 
" He stretched forth His hand towards His 
disciples, and said, Behold My mother and 
My brethren. For whosoever shall do the 
will of My Father which is in heaven, the 
same is My brother, and sister, and mother." 
He relieved the bodily sufferings of those 
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by whom He was surrounded. He cast out 
devils. He compassionated with weeping 
neighbours, and restored their dead to life. 
A perpetual calm sat upon His brow. 
Meekness beamed in His Godlike counte- 
nance. Reproach, insult, and false accusation 
did not disturb the tranquillity of His spirit. 
The desertion of friends He bore without a 
murmur. The professed kiss of the treacher- 
ous Judas He did not reject He prayed 
for those who smote Him and nailed Him 
to the cross. 

No spot of selfishness dimmed the bril* 
liancy of the Saviour's love. To the devout 
women who followed Him to the place of 
crucifixion He addressed these gracious 
words, — " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for 
your children." To His fellow-sufferer who 
confessed Him on the cross He beneficently 
said, *• To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
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paradise." His last words, "It is finished," 
pronounced the completion of a scheme de- 
vised in the counsds of eternity for the 
salvation of a world. 

The seed of the woman had now bruised 
the head of the serpent The expectation 
of ages was realized. Ancient prophecies, 
with their accompanying types, were fulfilled. 
The eternal law was vindicated, and the 
violator was pardoned and restored. The 
flaming sword was removed from the gate 
of Eden. Human nature was glorified and 
borne up to heaven. The Holy Spirit was 
given. That Divine Agent strives to lead 
men to share in the love of Jesus. By the 
Holy Spirit, God is ever near to all that 
call upon Him ; He sees the prodigal in the 
distant land, and leads him to exclaim, 
**I will arise and go to my father." The 
Holy Spirit rests upon the persecuting 
Saul, opens his heart, and bntvg,'^ \Cvk\, ^^ 
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proud Pharisee, to confess the despised 
and crucified Galilean. 

Those who reject the promptings of Divine 
grace, and scorn the message of salvation, 
must inevitably perish. These, in the lan- 
guage of the Book of Job, "run upon the 
thick bosses of the Almighty's buckler." 
They long for the fleshpots of Egypt, and 
reject the heavenly manna. In the desert 
they shall die. 

But no condemned soul in the region of 
woe may ascribe his doom to God. Hell was 
not prepared for any of the family of man — 
not even for Judas. That traitor went to 
"his own place," — ^the place suited to his 
deeds. 

A God of Love points to a celestial dwell- 
ing-place — a glorious inheritance — which He 
has provided for His people. "The Spirit and 
the Bride say, Come." * The Lamb slain 

♦ Rev. xxii. 17. 
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liveth to bestow salvation. The King of 
Glory has provided for His Son a great mar- 
riage feast, and has gone forth by His Divine 
Spirit even to the highways and hedges to 
compel men to share in the festivities of 
His banqueting-house. All who possess the 
wedding garment shall be made welcome. 
These are they who faithfully love the 
heavenly Bridegroom. 

These pages present some thoughts con- 
cerning the eternal world. To God's people 
it must ever be edifying to contemplate the 
land afar off. He who is unconcerned about 
the future life can possess, no spiritual aspi- 
rations ; he builds on another foundation than 
on the Rock of Ages. It is well that we 
should have ever before us the great alterna- 
tives — Heaven or Hell, The latter represents 
the consummation of all impurity — all un- 
concern about the Divine life. Heaven is to 
the Christian what the magnetic pole is to 
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the seaman. There he beholds the Saviour 
by the eye of faith ; there he hopes to behold 
Him by the eye of sight. There he feels is 
the home of his departed friends, and there 
he hopes to join them when the Master calls. 

** There is a land where everlasting suns 
Shed everlasting brightness ; where the soul 
Drinks from the living streams of love that roll 
By God*s high throne 1 myriads of glorious ones 
Bring their accepted offering. Oh 1 how blest 
To look from this dark prison to that shrine, 
To inhale one breath of paradise divine. 
And enter into that eternal rest 
Which waits the sons of God ! " 



I. 



tlTfie SLocalits of l^eabett. 

'* Far from these narrow scenes of night 
Unbounded glories rise, 
And realms of infinite delight 
Unknown to mortal eyes." 

Anne Steele. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE LOCALITY OF HEAVEN. 

A PART from Revelation, the position of 
-^^- man on earth presents an insoluble 
enigma. Endowed with an imagination which 
can roam throughout the wide universe, and 
possessing aspirations which can penetrate 
into eternity, he is compelled to linger on this 
solitary planet till he return to the dust, 
whence he was taken. The resplendent orbs 
which adorn the blue vault of space he con- 
templates with wonder and admiration, but 
he may not entertain any hope of becoming 
conversant with their history, or familiar with 
their inhabitants. He seems to occupy a soli- 
tary island in a vast ocean, across which no 
vessel may navigate to the distant shore. 
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Revelation solves the enigma. The opening 
sentence of Holy Scripture is in these words, 
— " In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth." In reverent allusion to the 
boundless scene of the Divine government 
the Psalmist exclaims, ** Whither shall I go 
from Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from 
Thy presence ? If I ascend up into heaven, 
Thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea ; even there shall Thy hand 
lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me." * 
The sentiments of the sweet singer of Israel 
have been beautifully rendered in those fami- 
liar lines of the English poet : — 

**The spacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal sky, 
And spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : 
The unwearied sun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator's power display. 
And publishes to every land 
The work of an Almighty hand. 



• Psa. cxxxix. 7 — lo. 
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" Soon as the evening shades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And nightly, to the listening earth, 
Repeats the story of her birth; 
While all the stars that round her bum. 
And all the planets in their turn. 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And spread the news from pole to pole." 

The Lord Jesus justified human aspiration 
by proclaiming the doctrine of immortality. 
He revealed that the soul should survive the 

dissolution of the body ; He restored three 

• 

persons from death to life ; He brought Moses 
and Elijah back from the eternal world ; He 
overcame death in His own person by rising 
triumphant from the sepulchre. In a human, 
but glorified body, He ascended into the 
heavens. Man no longer appears isolated 
from the other portions of the universe. The 
same God who " breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life," and made him " a living soul," 
holds sway in the most distant star. 

If we trace back the history of the race to 
its commencement, we shall find that God at 
the first held personal converse with man. 
Within the bowers of Eden He condescetvdftA 

C 
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to talk famHiariy with the human pair whom 
He had formed. When man fell, and the 
sentence of death had been pronounced, the 
Creator withdrew Himself; there was Eden 
no longer; the earth was accursed. The 
garden of the Lord became a physical and 
moral wilderness. From the earthly paradise 
man was expelled for ever. 

After the expulsion God placed at the 
portals of Eden "cherubim and a flaming 
sword,"* — the latter "turning every way," 
the former looking upward to those divine 
mansions whence they came. In the symbol 
of the flaming sword God testified His indig* 
nation against sin. He declared that the 
earth was doomed, and that complete happi- 
ness should there exist no longer. He pro- 
claimed that the world, sin-stained and cor- 
rupt, should be recalled into a formless void, 
a primeval waste. The cherubim pointed up- 
ward to a throne of mercy, — ^paradise restored. 

When " the seed of the woman " came in 
the fulness of time to " bruise the head of the 

* Gen. iu. 24. 
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serpent," He revealed the nature of the new 
Eden. "In My Father's house," said the 
Saviour, " are many mansions : if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you." * 

When the Lord Jesus spoke of " the king- 
dom of God," or "the kingdom of heaven," 
He used these expressions in a modified sense. 
The entire universe might be described as the 
kingdom of God, for the divine sceptre ruleth 
over all. In this view the Psalmist has cele- 
brated the glory of the divine sovereignty. 
But the Saviour spoke of the kingdom of 
God in opposition to the kingdom of Satan, 
— ^the kingdom of heaven in opposition to 
the kingdoms of this world ; so, in like manner, 
when He used the expression, " My Father's 
house," He signified that scene or locality in 
which God the Father dispensed His blessings 
in the eternal world. 

The accuracy of this explanation may be 
further illustrated. In common with their 
fellow-countrymen, the apostles believed that 

* John xiv. 2. 
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Messias was a temporal Prince. They ac- 
cordingly expected that their Master would 
speedily establish an earthly sovereignty, and 
advance them to posts of honour in His 
kingdom. It was while the apostles were 
lamenting the downfall of their expectations, 
on the announcement of His approaching 
death, that the Lord Jesus comforted them 
by revealing the dignities of His Father's 
house. They had expected court residences 
at Jerusalem ; Jesus foretold that there were 
" many mansions " in His spiritual kingdom. 
The word oiKia, which in the Authorized Ver- 
sion has been translated "house," literally 
denotes a family dwelling-place ; while 
fiovoi, which has been rendered "mansions," 
more correctly signifies " places of lodgment," 
— individual habitations. The entire meaning 
of the passage is obvious. Our Lord assures 
the Christian world that His spiritual king- 
dom, granted Him by the Father, should not 
be confined to one particular spot, but should 
embrace a wide dominion, — many distinct 
scenes and localities. 



THE LOCALITY OF HEAVEN. 29 

In surveying the regions of immensity, we 
discover certain planetary bodies connected 
with our own solar system, and myriads of 
stars, the suns and centres of other systems. 
By the aid of the telescope we perceive some 
of the planetary bodies to possess honours 
vastly superior to our own. One of the 
planets is attended with seven moons, and 
surrounded with two belts of great magnifi- 
cence. Yet the glory of that planet, and of 
the whole planetary system, pales into insig- 
nificance compared with the glory of the sun, 
which communicates to each light and heat. 
Besides, the whole of the planetary bodies are 
subject to change ; they have their diurnal 
and annual revolutions, their summers and 
winters, their days and nights. From these 
changes the sun is free. There is " no night 
there ;" it is gilded with a perpetual radiance. 
Recent observations afford a strong probability 
that the sun is inhabited. Many of the stars 
possess greater extent, and a more resplen- 
dent brilliancy, than the sun of our own 
system. From the changing position of the 
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sun in relation to the stars, and from the law 
of gravitation, astronomers have concluded 
that all the systems of the universe revolve 
round a common centre, and that the grand 
central sun bears as great a proportion, in 
point of magnitude, to the assemblage of 
systems, as our own sun does to his sur- 
rounding planets. 

Let us read the narrative of St Paul's 
vision of the heavenly glory. " I knew," 
writes the apostle, "a man in Christ above 
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I 
cannot tell ; or whether out of the body, I can- 
not tell : God knoweth ;) such an one caught 
up to the third heaven. And I knew such a 
man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, 
I cannot tell : God knoweth ;) how that he was 
caught up into paradise, and heard unspeak- 
able words, which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter."* It will be remarked that the 
apostle speaks of '' paradise " and " the third 
heaven " as synonymous ; the place whither 
he was borne was the immediate scene of the 

• 2 Cor. xii. 2 — 4, 
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divine glory. The Jews of the apostolic age 
maintained the existence of three heavens, — 
the first embracing the clouds and the entire 
space between the earth and stars. The 
second heavens they conceived to embrace 
that portion of space in which the sun, moon, 
and stars were situated. They described the 
" third heavens " as a region beyond the stars, 
which was the eternal dwelling-place of God. 

Let us apply the apostle's narrative of his 
vision, as interpreted by the belief of his 
countrymen, to the aspect of the heavens 
as revealed by modern astronomy. Three 
departments in the heavens are described 
by astronomers : firsts the planetary bodies ; 
secondly^ the suns around which the planets 
revolve ; and thirdly , that greater sun, or centre 
of the universe. This "third heaven" eye 
hath not seen. May not this be the presence- 
chamber of the Supreme ? 

The apostles dreamed of temporal sove-^ 
reignty . They conceived that J erusalem would 
become the metropolis of the world. They 
expected governorships in different portions 
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of a vast empire. In removing these temporal 
hopes the Saviour announced higher honours 
as awaiting them. "In My Father's house 
are many mansions." May not these suns, 
which surround the great central luminary, be 
the mansions of which the Saviour spoke .^ 
They are nobler dwellings than the planets 
by which they are surrounded. If their con- 
dition re3embles our own sun, they are not 
subject to those vicissitudes of temperature 
which seem inseparable from planetary bodies. 
They exhibit no diurnal or other periodic 
revolutions ; on the contrary, they seem 
adapted as the abodes of immortal inha- 
bitants. 

Should these orbs be the mansions to which 
our Lord referred, the conception is ennobling. 
We see the glory of the Eternal reflected 
in every star ; we can see, with a power which 
we never felt before, the heavens declaring 
the glory of God, and the firmament showing 
forth His handiwork.* As we conceive how 
infinitely the number of the stars exceeds 

♦ Psa. xix. I. 
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human calculation, and remember that those 
which the telescope reveals are only as a 
portion of the trees of a mighty forest, we 
can better comprehend the glory of Him 
who "telleth the number of the stars, and 
calleth them all by their names." * 

If these orbs are a portion of the heavenly 
dwelling-place, then we possess a ready solu- 
tion to several passages of Holy Scripture, 
hitherto of doubtful interpretation. We can 
understand how, in the language of the Book 
of Job, "the morning stars sang together," "f* 
while visible creation was yet unformed. We 
may comprehend those words of the prophet 
Daniel in which he celpbrates the triumphs of 
the faithful, — " They that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament ; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever." J 

The apostles possessed varied gifts, and 
were actuated by different hopes. In an- 
nouncing to them the existence of "many 
mansions," may not our Lord have intended 

• Psa. cxlvii. 4. f Job zxxviii 7. J Dan. xii. 3. 
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to signify that each of them should hereafter 
possess a place of sojourn, — a celestial abode, 
suited to his tastes and individual longings ? 
And if we turn our eyes towards the starry 
heavens, we discover stars of different colours, 
as if each was suited for the tastes of the 
particular inhabitants. The apostle Paul has 
described one star as differing from another 
star in glory.* 

Is the doctrine of a plurality of suns con- 
stituting the final dwelling-place of the saints 
opposed to any conceptions which may rea- 
sonably be entertained of the divine cha- 
racter, or contrary to the analogy of things ? 
God has divided the earth into islands and 
continents ; He has constituted different king- 
doms and nations, and imparted to the 
various peoples different interests and aspi- 
rations. The Saviour commended nation- 
ality. With patriotic feeling He wept over 
the guilty Jerusalem. May not similar boun- 
daries exist in the world to come } May not 
the saints be grouped in families, and tribes, 

♦ I Cor. XV. 41. 
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and nations, — each occupying a separate 
country or home, while all are united as 
members of a holy brotherhood ? These 
suns, or celestial dwellings, are indeed im- 
measurably apart The nearest star is dis- 
tant from our globe many millions of miles, 
while the telescope has revealed stars so 
remote that a ray of light from them, tra- 
velling at the speed of two hundred thousand 
miles per second, would nqt reach our planet 
for four thousand years. But inconceivably 
distant as are those suns from our present 
scene of observation, and from each other, — 
distant as is even the nearest sun from the 
grand centre round which they all revolve, 
we dare not question that they are all near to 
the eye of an all-searching God. 

The sun which is the centre of our own 
system is an opaque body. Not a ray of 
light proceeds from its own substance. It 
imparts only a portion of that effulgence 
which it has received from an unseen source. 
May not that source be the grand central orb 
which we conceive to be the presence-chamber 
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of the eternal God ? How lofty is the con- 
ception that God should directiy impart light 
and heat to those myriads of stars which stud 
the heavens, and that each of these, so vastly 
remote to human eye, should nevertheless be 
comprehended as courts in the divine pre- 
sence-chamber ! " Behold," said Solomon, as 
he contemplated the marvellous extent of 
the divine glory, " the heaven and heaven of 
heavens cannot contain Thee."* 

When we thus contemplate the vastness of 
the heavens in which God manifests His 
glory, should we not be limiting the extent 
of the divine beneficence by assigning the 
future dwelling-place of man to one spot of 
His extended empire? One world might, 
indeed, contain all the saved inhabitants of 
earth, but one world, we reverently maintain, 
might not satisfy the aspirations of any single 
soul. Shall we stumble at any apparent diffi- 
culty respecting communication among the 
different families of the redeemed ? The 
bodies which we now inhabit cleave to the 

• , 1 Kings viiL 27. 
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dust of which they are composed, but the saints 
shall possess the power of transporting them- 
selves through the regions of space in a 
moment of time. They shall soar in the 
regions of immensity with the celerity of 
angels. In the most distant court of the 
heavenly paradise, or inhabiting the most 
distant star, they shall yet stand in the pre- 
sence of the King of glory. 

Whatever may be the ultimate conditioiv 
of the planetary system, there can be no 
reasonable doubt as to the future of our own 
world. That it shall, in a changed condition, 
become, as some have supposed, the future 
dwelling-place of the redeemed, has, we 
conceive, no ^foundation in Scripture. The 
apostle Peter has thus described its doom : — 
**The heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up." St. Paul 
declares that those who shall be alive on 
the earth at the period of the Second Advent 
shall be caught up to meet the saints " in the 
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air." He adds, "And so shall we ever be 
with the Lord."* 

These views are set forth reverently. They 
are, we conceive, plain and obvious deduc- 
tions from the express revelations of Holy 
Scripture. They are in strict conformity with 
the manifestations of modern science. They 
satisfy the longings of the human breast 
They exalt the character of God, and illus- 
trate the wide extent of the Saviour's king- 
dom. 

How elevating is the thought that each ray 
of light which has fallen upon our earth has 
been a pledge of the heavenly glory! The 
rising sun which calls man to his labour in 
the morning invites him to the contemplation 
of a scene of entire refreshment, and of per- 
fect rest. Night in her sable mantle reveals 
new scenes of creative energy, — points the 
intelligent believer to new apartments of his 
future home> The more amply we survey 
the sidereal heavens, the more fully do we 
realize the marvellous extent of the divine 

• 1 Thess. iv. 17. 



THE LOCALITY OF HEAVEN. 39 

love in the gift of a Saviour. The grand 
work of redemption is depicted in the glory 
of every star. In the sparkling lustre of a 
universe the Christian beholds the seal of 
salvation, and the earnest of an everlasting 
dwelling-place. 

'* Far from these narrow scenes of night 
Unbounded glories rise, 
And reabns of infinite delight, • 
Unknown to mortal eyes. 

** Fair distant land I could mortal eyes 
But half its joys explore, 
How would our spirits long to rise, 
And dwell on earth no more ! 

** There pain and sickness never come. 
And grief no more complains; 
Health triumphs in immortal bloom, 
And endless pleasure reigns. 

**From discord free, and war's alarms, 
And want, and pining care, 
Plenty and peace unite their charms, 
And smile unchanging there. 

"There rich varieties of joy 
Continual feast the mind ; 
Pleasures which fill but never cloy. 
Immortal and refined. 

** No factious strife, no envy there 
The sons of peace molest ; 
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But harmony and love sincere 
Fill every happy breast 

" No cloud those blissful regions know, 
For ever bright and fair ; 
For sin, the source of mortal woe, 
Can never enter there. 

" There no alternate night is known, 
Nor sun's faint sickly ray; 
But glory from the sacred throne 
Spreads everlasting day. 

"The glorious Monarch there displays 
His beams of wondrous grace : 
His happy subjects sing His praise, 
And bow before His face. 

* * O may the heavenly prospect fire 
Our hearts with ardent love, 
Till wings of faith and strong desire 
Bear every thought above. 

** Prepare us, Lord, by grace divine. 
For Thy bright courts on high ; 
Then bid our spirits rise and join 
The chorus of the sky." 



II. 
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** Around them, bright with endless spring, perpetual roses 

bloom; 
Warm balsams gratefully exude luxurious perfume ; 
And crocuses and lilies white shine dazzling in the sun ; 
Green meadows yield their harvest green, and streams with 

honey run; 
Unbroken droop the laden boughs with heavy fruitage bent ; 
Of incense and of odours strange the air is redolent ; 
And neither sun, nor moon, nor stars dispense their changeful 

light, 
But the Lamb's eternal glory makes the happy city bright." 

Augustine. 



D 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE ASPECTS OF HEAVEN. 

'THHE saints shall resemble the Saviour 
-^ in bodily form. They " shall be like 
Him," writes the apostle.* Now it is certain 
that our Lord wears in heaven a material 
body. After His resurrection He partook of 
food with His disciples ; He invited one of 
the apostles to touch the print of His wounds, 
and He emphatically claimed possession of a 
real and actual body. "|* 

Material bodies can exist only in material 
space. Man can obtain cognizance of ex- 
ternal things only by the senses. In a higher 
condition of being his senses may be intensi- 
fied, — ^they cannot be changed. The eye which 

* I John Hi. 2, t Luke xxiv. 39. 
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could discern the surface may penetrate into 
the innermost recesses ; the ear may be 
charmed with the music of a universe : but 
the original character of these organs must 
remain the same. In like manner the power 
of intuition may be immeasurably extended, 
but the precise character of the mental facul- 
ties must continue. Under no circumstances 
could man renounce his physical and intel- 
lectual natures, and yet retain his individuality. 
He could no more become an angel, in so 
far as an angel differs from him in original 
nature, than he could descend in the scale of 
existence, and assume the instincts of the 
brute. Here or elsewhere — ^in this world and 
in the future, man must possess and retain 
the faculties which belong essentially to his 
nature. 

There is another consideration. The pre- 
sent world was intended as the permanent 
dwelling-place of the race. It had remained 
so unless for its defilement by sin. On the 
forfeiture of Eden another paradise was pre- 
pared. Moses has described the former, the 
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apostle John has recorded his vision of the 
latter. The resemblances are striking. There 
was " a tree of life " in primeval Eden ; in the 
new paradise " a tree of life " was represented 
to the Apocalyptic seer, growing in the midst 
of the place, "in the midst of the street of 
the city," " and on either side of the river." * 
The language is symbolical, but it would 
sufficiently imply that there is a rich and 
abundant arborage on the plains, in the 
valleys, and in the cities of the redeemed. 

The tree of life seen by the Apocalyptic 
seer " bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
his fruit every month." Twelve is a perfect 
number, and the double occurrence of the 
number in this passage would imply the 
extraordinary luxuriance and fruitfulness of 
the celestial vegetation. " The leaves," writes 
St. John, " are for the healing of the nations." 
When our first parents partook of the tree of 
knowledge, their eyes were opened to a per- 
ception of sin, and they covered themselves 
with leaves. The foliage of the heavenly 

* Rev. ii. 7; xxiL 2. 
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country is like the balm of Gilead, curative 
and remedial. These leaves are a salve for 
every malady of the heart and life. Amidst 
the rich foliage and luxuriant vegetation of 
the land of bliss, no weary pilgrim shall hang 
his harp upon the willow ; every saint " shall 
be as a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season." 

"There shall," adds St John, "be no more 
curse." When the earth was cursed it forth- 
with germinated thorns and thistles ; these 
did not exist in Eden. The curse which fell 
on this world shall have no place in heaven. 
There are no deserts or waste places in the 
celestial paradise. There — 

'* Everlasting spring abides, 
And never-withering flowers." 

Heaven is a place of mountains and valleys, 
rivers and lakes, and a great sea. The Apoca- 
lyptic seer stood on '* a great and high moun- 
tain."* The mountains of Holy Scripture are 
associated with important events in the spiritual 

* Rev. xxi. 10. 
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history of the race. On the subsidence of 
the deluge, the ark of Noah, containing the 
rescued members of the human family, rested 
on Mount Ararat. On Mount Moriah Abra- 
ham afforded evidence of his faith, when 
commanded to offer up his son Isaac. On 
Mount Horeb Moses received the great com- 
mission for the deliverance of Israel. The 
law was promulgated on Mount Sinai. From 
Mount Pisgah the great lawgiver viewed the 
Land of Promise before his departure to his 
heavenly home. On Mount Carmel Elijah 
confounded the priests of Baal, and vindicated 
the majesty of the Most High. The temple 
stood on Mount Moriah. The Saviour is 
believed to have spoken the beatitudes on 
Mount Tabor. He was transfigured on Mount 
Hermon, crucified on the little hill Calvary, 
and received into the invisible glory from 
Mount Olivet. 

These consecrated heights may be regarded 
as emblems of the heavenly hills, — types of 
those mountains from which the saints in 
glory view the panorama of their heavenly 



48 THE AS1>ECTS O^ HEAVEN. 

home. Travellers relate, that on the summits 
of the higher mountains they have expe- 
rienced an increased mental energy, and a 
remarkable buoyancy of feeling. Can we 
doubt that God shall endue the saints with 
more elevated conceptions of His glory on 
the celestial hills ? Shall not these mountains 
unveil to the saints new scenes of the divine 
energy ? On those heights of bliss shall they 
not celebrate in loftier strains the praises of 
Him who loved them with an everlasting love ? 
Shall they not recall the scenes of Tabor and 
Hermon, and of Calvary and Mount Olivet ? 
With clearer and brighter views of the work 
of grace, shall they not sing the praises of 
Him who died ? Shall they not sing of Jesus 
in louder strains, the valleys resounding the 
echoes of their minstrelsy ? 

On the mountains of glory the ark of the 
Divine Presence shall rest continually. No 
tempter shall climb those heavenly heights. 
Upon their sacred summits shall the dew of 
divine benediction be poured forth for ever. 

In his vision of the heavenly glory St. John 
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beheld " living fountains of waters ;*' * he was 
shown "a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb." f Heaven shall be 
" a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
depths that spring out of valleys and hills." J 
There shall flow Pison and Gihon, Hiddekel 
and Euphrates, — streams which proceed from 
the throne of the Eternal. No longer shall 
the Lord's people dwell " in a dry and thirsty 
land, where no water is." § There shall be no 
more any wilderness, — no waste places any 
longer. Streams of beauty, and rivers of 
gladness, shall flow forth everywhere. The 
saintly pilgrim has at length reached " a foun- 
tain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
streams from Lebanon." || 

St John saw in heaven " a sea of glass, like 
unto crystal," IT and as " mingled with fire." ** 
As the sea is the natural boundary between 
the different portions of the world which is 
now, so the sea of glory shall form a boundary 

* Rev. vii. 17. f Rev. xxii. i. I Deut viii. 7. 
§ Psa. bdiu i. || Cant. iv. 15. % Rev. iv. 6, ** Rev. xv. 2. 
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between the different portions of the world to 
come. The sea which dashes its waves upon 
the shore of an accursed earth shall exist no 
longer. The surging ocean of time, — the 
birthplace of storms — has rolled back its 
waves for ever.* There shall be "no more 
sea " to divide loving hearts. Terror shall be 
associated ^ith the ocean's depths no longer. 
The roar of seas is hushed into a perpetual 
calm. Through that clear expanse of ether, 
transparent as the purest gem, the saints 
shall proceed from sun to sun — from world 
to world — ^with the lightning's rapidity. In 
the element which composes the bright ex- 
panse of the heavenly seas thefe shall be no 
shipwreck. No disasters shall be experienced 
in the celestial ocean. On its surface and in its 
depths shall be reflected the glorious panorama 
of the heavenly hills. The Lord of glory shall 
shine resplendent in those lustrous waters. 

There shall be cities in the heavenly 
dwelling-place. Each of these shall, like the 
earthly Sion, be "beautiful for situation." 

♦ Rev. xxi. I. 
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The glory of the Lord shall rest upon them ; 
His people shall dwell in them as in peace- 
ful and eternal habitations. Anticipating 
the privileges of the church in glory, the 
apostle Paul writes, "Ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem."* 

The glories of the heavenly metrppolis are 
eloquently set forth by the seer of Patmos. 
" I John," he writes, " saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband, having the glory of God : 
and her light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal ; and had a wall great and high, and 
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels, and names written thereon, which are 
the names of the twelve tribes of the children 
of Israel : on the east three gates ; on the 
south three gates ; and on the west three 
gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the 

♦ Heb. xii. 22. 
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twelve apostles of the Lamb." "And lie 
that talked with me," proceeds the seer, 
" measured the wall thereof, an hundred and 
forty and four cubits, according to the measure 
of a man, that is, of the angel. And the 
building of the wall of it was of jasper : and 
the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 
And the foundations of the wall of the city 
were garnished with all manner of precious 
stones. The first foundation was jasper ; the 
second, sapphire ; the third, a chalcedony ; the 
fourth, an emerald ; the fifth, sardonyx ; the 
sixth, sardius ; the seventh, chrysolite ; the 
eighth, beryl ; the ninth, a topaz ; the tenth, a 
chrysoprasus ; the eleventh, a jacinth ; the 
twelfth, an amethyst And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls ; every several gate was of, 
one pearl : and the street of the city was 
pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And 
I saw no temple therein : for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
And the city had no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine in it : for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
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thereof. And the nations of them which are 
saved shall walk in the light of it : and the 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and 
honour into it."* In this description of the 
celestial capital St. John has exhausted the 
symbols of terrestrial magnificence. The em- 
blem of the Bride points to a scene of love — 
represents a glory proceeding from the mercy- 
seat, and pervading not the city only, but its 
inhabitants. The light is glorious. The 
fairest gems pale their radiance before the 
splendours of the great white throne. The 
streets of the city are bright as polished glass, 
and beautiful as burnished gold. The city is 
a mighty temple, consecrated to divine wor- 
ship, and in which the glory of the Godhead 
shines forth everywhere. It is founded upon 
gems, and built of precious stones. 

The walls symbolize safety; the magni- 
ficent portals proclaim the citadel of the King 
of glory. There are twelve gates. The per- 
fection of blessedness is here. Each gate is a 
pearl, pure and lustrous. Nothing that de- 

* Rev. xxL 2, II — 2!6. 



54 THE ASPECTS OF HEAVEN. 

fileth entereth within the gates of the celestial 
dwelling-place. It is the city of the Lamb. 
The Saviour has here prepared palaces for 
His chosen. 

These glories may pertain pre-eminently to 
one city, but in one they shall not be ex- 
hausted. The fulness of the Lord shall be 
felt in every dwelling-place of the saints. 
The brilliant glories of the Triune God shall 
rest everywhere. Upon the cities and homes 
of the redeemed shall descend one perpetual 
effluence of uncreated lustre. The clangour 
of the trumpet and the snorting of the war- 
steed shall never break upon the song of the 
ransomed. The valleys of heaven shall wear 
a perpetual verdure ; the mountains shall 
glow with a living light ; the sea shall gleam 
as one vast diadem ; the fountains shall reflect 
an eternal lustre ; and every holy inhabitant 
shall feel that the delightful scenery is all his 
own. 

** His are the mountains, and the valleys His, 
And the resplendent rivers." 

Defiled as it is by sin, the present world yet 
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presents upon its surface some important 
emblems of the goodly land that is afar off. 
The pleasure excited by the contemplation 
of the beautiful terrestrial landscape is an 
earnest of that joy which shall animate the 
saints in beholding the aspects of the land of 
bliss. In heaven there shall be no waste 
places, no arid steppes, no dreary prairies, no 
frowning wilderness. No leaves shall fall ; the 
trees of paradise shall blossom in perpetual 
beauty; in the bowers of blessedness the 
flowers shall never wither. 

The description of one scene in the heavenly 
inheritance may be applied to all. Doubtless 
particular glories shall attach to particular 
"suns," — the different scenes or "mansions" 
of the ransomed household. But in each 
there must be those topographical variations 
which impart a charm to the scenery of earth. 
Mountains, vales, lakes, and rivers shall abound 
everywhere. A luxuriant vegetation shall 
everywhere spring up. The zephyr breezes 
of paradise shall be laden with the odours of 
ten thousand spheres. 
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Solomon "spake of trees, from the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop 
that springeth out of the wall." * He saw, with 
heaven-directed eye, the beauty of the divine 
handiwork in the tiny flower growing on the 
wall, as well as in the majestic cedar which 
towered on the slopes of Lebanon. Not so 
perceive the majority of mankind. Sin ha^ 
blinded the vision of thousands to a proper 
conception of even the physical beauties by 
which they are surrounded. Men tread heed- 
lessly on the lovelier forms of beauty ; they 
esteem not the lily of the field, though He 
who was the source of perfection has cha- 
racterized it as clothed more gloriously than 
Solomon amidst the splendours of a throne. 
The efflorescent garniture of heaven shall be 
enjoyed. The glory of the Lord shall be dis- 
covered in every leaf. No flower of paradise 
shall waste its sweetness ; the humblest plant 
shall exude a satisfying fragrance. 

Each of the various coimtries of the world 
possesses features and a vegetation pecu- 

* I Kings i¥. 33. 
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liar to itself. Naturalists have described up- 
wards of 120,000 species of plants, while the 
unexplored regions of the globe will doubtless 
add to that number many thousands more. 
Yet how insignificant are the dimensions of 
the globe on which we dwell, when compared 
with the vastness of the stellar hosts ! The 
botanist and enthusiastic admirer of nature 
shall realize one feature of celestial blessed- 
ness in the contemplation of a ^ora, lovely 
throughout, and in extent and variety bound- 
less as the universe. 

Heaven is a place of glorious architecture. 
The city which St. John saw is a type of the 
other cities which adorn the landscape of the 
celestial paradise. The noblest structures of 
this world are those of which the forms have 
been suggested by the works of God. The 
inventor of the arch obtained its prototype in 
the umbrageous canopy of the forest. Other 
forms of construction were suggested by 
divine communication. The form and di- 
mensions of the ark of Noah were directly 
prescribed, A pattern of the ark of the cove- 

£ 
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nant was shown to Moses in the mount. In 
the promised land God planted His people in 
the towns and cities of their enemies. He 
chose Jerusalem as His peculiar habitation, 
the city of His solemnities. 

In the heavenly country the Lord Jesus 
shall rear cities for His chosen, and shall 
plant them there. They shall .dwell in 
eternal "mansions." Domestic comfort and 
complete security shall be a portion of their 
eternal recompence. They shall inhabit 
lofty and gorgeous palaces, fashioned by the 
hand of Him who laid the foundations of the 
earth, and stretched out the heavens as a tent 
to dwell in. The marble halls of princes 
may not be compared with the glory of the 
heavenly palaces. The veriest gem on earth 
should pale its ineffectual lustre before the 
resplendent beauty of those materials which 
compose the dwellings of the saints. The 
ransomed walk on golden floors ; they are 
sheltered under a canopy of glory. 

In the habitations of the redeemed there is 
infinite variety. The Saviour prepares **man- 



THE ASPECTS OF HEAVEN. 59 

sions " specially adapted for the tastes, habits, 
and aspirations of those who shall dwell 
therein. The pattern of each is exactly 
proportioned to the wishes of its occupants, 
leaving nothing to be desired. The palaces 
of the saints are eternal. 

A grand beatific lustre shall be irradiated 
on the aspects of the heavenly country. No 
cloud shall bedim the celestial sky. The 
horizon of glory is ever bright. Each par- 
ticular spot shall glow resplendent with the 
beauty of holiness. The divine presence 
shall be everywhere felt. The worlds of the 
redeemed shall be as one temple of incense 
— one orchestra of praise. 

** The cedar and the mountain pine, 

The willow on the fountain's brim, 
The tulip and the eglantine. 

In reverence bend to Him ; 
The song-birds pour their sweetest lays 

From tower, and tree, and middle air ; 
The rushing river murmurs praise, — 

All nature worships there." 

Shall we dread to enter the glorious land ? 
Shall the fear of death overwhelm us ? and 
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shall we tremble amidst the swellings of 
Jordan? Do we madly cling to the land- 
scapes and cities and dust of a doomed and 
sin-stained earth, when the gates of the 
heavenly country are opening to receive us ? 
Ponder on the *' green pastures " of rest, the 
" still waters " of peace and joy. The King 
of glory waiteth by the portals of paradise 
to bid us welcome. Come, believer, and in 
your journey towards Mount Sion linger no 
longer. These bitter trials which you ex- 
perience now shall sweeten your future bliss, 
and intensify the joys of your heavenly home. 
Read these comforting words of Dr. Watts, — 

" There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain. 

** There everlasting spring abides, 
And never-withering flowers ; 
Death, like a narrow sea, divides 
This heavenly land from ours. 

** Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood 
Stand dressed in living green ; 
So to the Jews old Canaan stood, 
While Jordan rolled between. 
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** But timorous mortals start, and shrink 
To cross this narrow sea. 
And linger shivering on the brink, 
And fear to launch away. 

** Oh ! could we make our doubts remove, 
Those gloomy doubts that rise. 
And see the Canaan that we love 
With unbeclouded eyes ! 

" Could we but climb where Moses stood. 
And view the landscape o*er. 
Not Jordan's stream, nor death's cold flood, 
Should fright us from the shore." 



III. 
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** Soon shall this earthly frame dissolved 

In death and ruins lie, 
But better mansions wait the just, 

Prepared above the sky ; 
A house eternal, built by God, 

Shall lodge the holy mind, 
When once those prison walls have fallen 

By which 'tis now confined." 

Scottish Paraphrase. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. 

WE have anticipated a little. The ques- 
tion now to be considered is, — shall 
the soul, on the event of death, at once enter 
upon its eternal condition, or shall its entrance 
on its everlasting state be deferred ? In pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of this subject it 
must be understood at once that fAe soul is 
not tAe man, but a part only of the constitu- 
tion granted by the Creator. Whether the 
soul, apart from its corporeal tenement, pos- 
sesses a capacity for happiness or suffering, is 
apart from the question at issue. If the soul 
does not constitute the entire fabric of hu- 
manity, then its joy or sorrow, felicity or 
misery, would not influence the individual, but 
one of his component parts only. 
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During Old Testament times the Jews 
entertained a belief that departed souls passed 
into Sheol, — the Hades of the New Testament, 
both words signifying the spirit-world or state 
of the dead. Sheol was believed to be sepa- 
rated into two parts, the lower being occupied 
by the souls of the guilty waiting final judg- 
ment, while the upper was possessed by the 
spirits of the righteous. The latter remained 
together, it was supposed, in a condition of 
blessed repose, but were incapable of active 
enjoyment. To this belief of His country- 
men our Lord refers in describing *'the gulf 
fixed " between the future abodes of the rich 
man and Lazarus. 

Into " Sheol," the state of the dead, several 
of the Christian Fathers believed our Lord 
entered during the period which elapsed 
between His death and resurrection. Then 
they supposed He delivered the souls of the 
righteous from a state of inactivity, and ena- 
bled them to realize the glories of the 
heavenly condition. The doctrine of our 
Lord's entry into Hades is included in 
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the Creed or form of belief adopted by the 
Christian world. 

Into the precise nature of our Lord's mission 
to the invisible world before His resurrection 
we may not too curiously inquire. It is cer- 
tain that, whatever was the condition of de- 
parted souls prior to the accomplishment of 
His great work, His people now obtain at 
death a full and an immediate admission into 
glory. 

The doctrine of the immediate glorification 
of the departed believer was announced by 
the Saviour while He was yet on the cross. 
To the believing and repentant malefactor 
He said, " To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
paradise."* The blessed declaration was 
made to the faithful penitent with respect to 
his entire humanity. The words are not " thy 
soul," or " thy spirit," but the expression 
used is " thou." That day the penitent was, 
in his humanity, present with his Saviour in 
glory. 

In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 

* Luke xxiiL 43. 
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the former, amidst the torments of hell, 
sought from the latter in glory two benefits. 
He begged that Lazarus might be sent to 
"cool his tongue ;"* and when he found that 
this request could not be complied with, he 
petitioned that the sainted beggar might be 
sent to his five brethren on earth, that they 
might take warning, and so be rescued from 
perdition. Two doctrines are here estab- 
lished, viz., that the rich man had gone to his 
eternal abode, while his brethren still lived 
upon the earth, and that in that abode he 
possessed a real and material body. 

The apostle Paul writes emphatically re- 
specting his own assurance of his entire hu- 
manity becoming at death an immediate par- 
taker of heavenly blessedness. He says, 
"We are confident, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with 
the Lord."-)- Thus he regarded the laying aside 
of the fleshly tenement as a sign of instant 
admission, in a glorified form, within the gates 
of paradise. In another place he writes, *' I 

• Luke xvi. 19 — 28. f * Cor. v. 8. 
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am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is 
far better."* The apostle knew that after 
death he should be individually present with 
his Saviour. The apostle John writes, *^It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be : but 
we know that, when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as 
He is/'i* The Saviour ascended to heaven 
in bodily form ; His people in glory are 
" like Him," and on this account they discern 
and realize His presence. 

The death of Christ was an event fraught 
with momentous consequences to the entire 
race of man. By His passion and resurrection 
the Redeemer secured to mankind a con- 
tinuity of existence, — a continuity which 
death might not sever, and the dismember- 
ment of the mortal body might not even 
momentarily destroy. Originally intended to 
find heaven upon earth, the soul and body of 
man were wedded to each other by a union 

• PhiL i. 23, 24. t I John iil 2, 
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intended to be perpetual. Sin created a 
divorce. Death entered. The soul departed, 
and the body was joined to corruption, and 
mouldered into dust. But the divine goodness 
interposed. Consequent on an eternal pur- 
pose, God sent His only begotten Son into 
the world to restore a desolated humanity. 
Into the body — mortal and a wreck — He 
cast the seed of immortality. For the soul 
He has provided a tenement which shall 
abundantly suit its capabilities and wants, 
till at the final consummation, the earthly 
body shall be restored and glorified. 

That tenement into which, as into its own 
actual body, the soul shall be received at 
death, may not be fully understood. Reason 
had failed to comprehend how that, while the 
body was mouldering in the grave, the soul 
should yet dwell in a corporeal tabernacle, 
radically and essentially its own. The most 
precise revelation on the subject could not 
have made it clear to our finite minds. It 
is one of those mysteries which are to be 
received by faith now, and which shall only 
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be made manifest amidst the higher know- 
ledge of the hereafter. 

That a real and palpable body is possessed 
by every departed soul is distinctly revealed. 
The rich man in hell experienced a parched 
and burning tongue ; he possessed a body. 
Many centuries before our Lord's advent, 
yet consequent on that event, the departed 
Samuel appeared in bodily form to Saul at 
Endor. On the Mount of Transfiguration, 
Moses, the representative of the Law, and 
Elijah, the representative of the Prophets, as 
*'two men" held discourse with our Lord 
respecting His approaching crucifixion. To 
His disciples our Lord frequently appeared 
during the forty days preceding His ascension. 
He bore the identical body in which He had 
been crucified, but endowed with new and 
marvellous powers. 

Our Saviour rose from the grave in His 
original body, because it was essential that, 
by pointing to the marks of the spear and the 
nails, He should afford absolute proof as 
to the reality of His resurrection. In like 
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manner, for the great end of testifying that 
all mankind should possess future bodily life 
through His power, graves were opened at 
His death, from which, after His resurrection, 
" many bodies of the saints " came forth, and 
" appeared unto many." * 

These events took place for a specific pur- 
pose. When their immediate end was accom- 
plished, there was no further interference with 
the course of natural laws. Our Saviour re- 
quired the apostle Thomas to thrust his hand 
into His wounded side, and into the prints of 
the nails in His hands and feet, that thereby 
that doubter might no longer be faithless, but 
believing. But when, at another time, Mary 
Magdalene approached in very joy to hail her 
risen Lord, He calmly rebuked her, saying, 
" Touch Me not ; for I am not yet ascended to 
My Father." f Mary did not doubt, there- 
fore, it was unessential to her spiritual benefit 
that she should handle the bodily form of her 
raised Redeemer. The Christian world is 
taught through her that the present fleshly 

* Matt xxvii. 52, 53. t John xx. 16, 17. 
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tabernacle must be surrendered ere we shall 
be privileged to hold personal fellowship with 
Jesus. Here we walk by faith. 

The risen body of the Redeemer ascended 
into the heavens. The martyr Stephen be- 
held "the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God." * He was seen in bodily 
form by St. PauLf Did the bodies of the 
saints who arose from the dust at our Lord's 
resurrection again return to their sepulchres ? 
It might not be. These doubtless joined in 
heaven their risen Lord. The bodies of 
Enoch and Elijah were translated to heaven. 

There is a near and intimate, though 
mysterious connection, between the bodies of 
the dead and the souls by which they were 
inhabited. When our Lord, at the grave of 
Lazarus, exclaimed, "Come forth!" the de- 
parted, who had been dead four days, heard 
the call, and instantly arose. J In like manner 
did the son of the widow § and the daughter 
of the ruler || awake from death to life at the 

• Acts vil 55, 56. f I Cor. xv. 8. J John xi. 43, 44. 
{ Luke vil 11 — 15. || Mark v. 41, 42. 

F 
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word of Jesus. So did Peter bring back the 
departed Dorcas ;* so was Eutychus restored 
by St PauLf 

These illustrations are not without an im- 
portant bearing on the subject of our inquiry. 
We perceive that human bodies have been 
carried to heaven, and are now in glory. 
We likewise find that the bodies of the 
departed have, through divine power, been 
reanimated by their kindred spirits, and that 
those persons have lived again on earth. 
There is thus, we discover, a mysterious con- 
nection between the supernatural and the 
natural worlds, — the world that is now, and an 
unseen, spiritual existence. There is a con- 
nection between them so close and constant, 
so intimate and all-pervading, that saints 
have ascended bodily into the heavens, and 
the souls of those who had gone hence have 
been brought back to earth in a moment of 
time. 

Certain gaseous fluids, compressed in tubes, 
may be conducted to vast distances, when, 

* Acts ix. 37 — 41. t Acts xx, 9 — 12. 
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on the application of the match, they may be 
excited into flame. Under the ocean*s depths, 
and for thousands of miles, the signs of human 
thought and intelligence may be conducted 
by the instrumentality of a single wire. Who 
then dare aver that an immediate and instan- 
taneous connection may not subsist between 
the mortal dust and the living soul which on 
earth animated it with life and being } May 
not, by some process mysterious yet not 
unfathomable, the soul possess the spiritual 
clothing of its original and actual body, 
while its grosser particles remain in corrup- 
tion, awaiting the resurrection ? Dead in the 
grave, the body may yet possess a foretaste 
of life in heaven. Here it had properties 
suitable to earth ; there it shall possess 
qualities suitable for glory. Here it was 
often a burden through infirmity and disease ; 
there it shall be a vehicle of imperishable 
joys. Here it often contained the thorn of 
temptation and suffering; there it is freed 
from sin and sorrow, and fashioned like to 
the glorious body of a risen Saviour. 
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Two apostles, who were severally per- 
mitted a vision of the excellent glory, have 
described the aspects of the saints. St. Paul 
writes, "For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened : not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upotiy that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life."* 
In his vision of glory St. John describes the 
redeemed as "clothed with white robes." -f* 
These passages clearly show that the soul 
does not appear naked before God, but is 
enveloped in a suitable vestment. That vest- 
ment is white, the natural colour of the human 
body, and the colour which our Lord*s body 
in an especial manner assumed when He was 
transfigured on the mount. J The body, which, 
like the soul, was fashioned in the divine 
image, shall in heaven be restored to its 
original dignity and beauty. God shall again 
look upon the work of His hands, and pro- 
nounce it "very good." Soul and body 
together shall "be holy and without blemish," 

* 1 Cor. V. 4. t Rev. vii. 9. 

X Matt. xvii. 2 ; Luke ix. 29. 
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"not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing." * 

The saint on earth is in an embryo con- 
dition of existence. To him death is the 
birth of immortality. At death he breaks 
his chrysalis of dust to rise into a brighter 
and nobler being, — 

" From his cell of clay 
He bursts a seraph in the blaze of day." 

Like Elijah he drops his mantle, that he may 
exchange for the garment of the flesh a robe 
of glory. But that robe must be of the same 
texture as the terrestrial vestment. 

The case is plain. The bestowal of a new 
and more purified body would not compen- 
sate for the loss of a portion of the original 
nature, nor prove a satisfactory recompence 
for its destruction. It is altogether different 
when we consider that by some mysterious 
process a union is still maintained between 
the earthly tenement of the soul and that 
vestment which it wears in glory. The saint 
thus experiences the true dignity of his 

* Ephes. V. 27. 



78 THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. 

original condition ; he possesses a material 
form which is free of blemish and corruption ; 
he feels the blessedness of human nature 
without experiencing the burden with which 
on earth it was associated. His natural body 
resting on the surface of the earth, he retains 
an interest in the scene of his former dwelling, 
while he joyfully anticipates the period when 
every portion of his earthly form shall be 
restored and glorified, and the power of his 
Saviour vindicated in the great day of resur- 
rection. 

When St Paul was privileged with admis- 
sion into the heavenly glory, though he was 
overwhelmed with the grandeur of the spec- 
tacle and "the unspeakable words" which 
he heard, he was unconscious of having under- 
gone on the occasion any change of nature. 
Describing the event, he expresses his inability 
to relate whether he was at the period " in the 
body or out of the body." So shall it be 
with every believer when he reaches the 
heavenly inheritance. The transition from a 
state of grace to that of glory shall produce 
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no change in the individual consciousness. 
The saint shall discover his beatified con- 
dition by an elevation of character, satisfied 
desires, hallowed surroundings, an infinitude 
of blessings. But his personality shall con- 
tinue. 

The existence of a period between the 
death of a believer and his public acquittal at 
the general resurrection points to the pro- 
gressive nature of the heavenly glory. The 
blessedness of every dweller in the celes- 
tial paradise shall be perfect from the first 
But there shall be a progression in the 
capacity of enjoyment. Thus shall infancy 
be absorbed in youth, — youth in saintly ma- 
turity. Then shall the resurrection body be 
added amidst the triumphs of a universe. 

The arrangements of Divine Providence are 
pervaded by beneficence. The removal of 
friends by death is one of the severest trials 
which may afflict humanity. Had death 
implied that the form once so loved had 
entirely departed from the scene, survivors 
would have experienced yet more severely 
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the bitterness of their loss. But the body is 
left as a pledge that death has not effected 
an eternal separation. Through the torch of 
faith the believer discovers a hallowed light 
amidst the darkness of the sepulchre. In 
revisiting on each successive anniversary the 
spot which contains the remains of one who 
was her comfort and delight and joy, the 
royal widow has experienced new courage in 
fulfilling the duties of a throne, and more 
exalted hopes concerning the hereafter. To 
attest His power, and so prove His Messiah- 
ship, the Lord Jesus reanimated Lazarus in 
the tomb ; but He has imparted to the believer 
more exalted hopes than those implied in 
a reunion which must soon be dissolved. He 
has pointed to a new heaven and a new earth, 
— a place of enduring habitation and never- 
ending glory. 

Our friend dies. He has departed young, 
not too young for glory! He is aged, and 
has long sustained the burden of infirmity ; 
in heaven he shall wear the bloom of unfading 
youth. The departed was removed amidst 
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the years of active usefulness ; the Lord had 
need of him. Much sickness preceded his 
departure ; he is now a stranger to all unhap- 
piness. 

** He that believeth in Me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live."* So spake the 
blessed Jesus. To the believer the valley of 
death is the pathway to life eternal ; the 
farewells of friends are the prelude of the 
approving words, **Well done!" and of a 
blessed welcome into glory ; — 

" For him the silver ladder shall be set, 

The Saviour shall receive his latest breath; 
He walketh to a fadeless coronet 
Up through the gate of death." 

• John xi. 25. 
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** I love to think of heaven, where I shall meet 
My fellow-travellers, and where no more 
With grief or sin my mind will be disturbed ; 
Where holy saints and holy angels dwell 
In constant harmony and mutual love ; 
But where my heart anticipates the sight 
Of God incarnate, wearing on His side, 
And hands, and feet those marks of love divine 
Which He on Calvary for me endured. 
All heaven beside is swallowed up in this, 
And He who is my hope of heaven below 
Appears the glory of my heaven above. " 

SWAINE. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HEAVEN THE HOME AND INHERITANCE OF 

THE SAINTS. 

• 

T T TE are now in the wilderness, dwelling 
^ ^ in tents. " Here have we no con- 
tinuing city." "Going home" have been 
among the last words of many a dying saint 
The believer regards himself as a pilgrim. 
The land of his hopes is beyond Jordan. 

The heavenly home ! We love the land- 
scapes of our native land. The little hill, at 
the base of which we were born, assumes a 
majesty of grandeur which we might fail to 
recognise in Alpine scenes. The small rivulet, 
on the banks of which we sported in the days 
of boyhood, is present to the memory as a 
fair river, associated with many beauties. 
Even the straw-roofed cottage, where we first 
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drew breath, and in which we spent our infant 
years, is invested with a charm which the 
possession of a palace might not displace. 
Sweet and tenderly enduring are the memo- 
ries of home ! ' 

Yet the associations which cling to our 
birth-scenes, and the interest we attach to 
our native land, represent but feebly the joy 
which must attend the realization of a home 
in heaven. The aged pilgrim experiences a 
happy consummation to his journeyings. 
The afflicted saint, who, tossed on a bed of 
sickness, had longed to depart, feels at peace 
and rest. The weary wanderer, who had 
endured the hardships of poverty and the 
coldness of neglect, rejoices in the shelter of 
an immortal dwelling-place. The language 
of the evangelical prophet applies to the 
humblest inhabitant: "Thou shalt no more 
be termed Forsaken ; neither shall thy land 
any more be termed Desolate : but thou shalt 
be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah : 
for the Lord delighteth in Thee." * 

* Isa. Ixii. 4. 
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Heaven is the home of "a Father's house." 
The house of the earthly parent is the ral- 
lying-place of the affections. Even the pro- 
digal, who has journeyed far from his native 
spot, and spent his substance in riotous living, 
remembers, in the quiet moments of reflec- 
tion, the innocent pleasures of the paternal 
home. From the hour of his spiritual birth 
the believer seeks the shelter of his Father's 
house. He marches Sionward. An Elder 
Brother guides the way, and on the threshold 
bids him welcome with those gracious words, 
" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world." 

The Fatherhood of God may only be 
contemplated in the person of the Saviour. 
Without the presence of Jesus heaven could 
be no home to the child of humanity. Con- 
scious of imperfection, man would have trem- 
bled at the voice of the Lord God ; the soul 
would have hid- from the Creator's presence. 
But Jesus inspires courage. He wears the 
aspect, and retains the nature of man. When 
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the saint dwelt in the place of trial He was 
" touched with a feeling of his infirmities ; " 
nowrHe loves him with an everiasting affec- 
tion, and assigns him an eternal home. 

For His people the Lord Jesus has pro- 
vided a holy and blessed inheritance. He 
has secured a possession for them by an 
inalienable title, written and sealed with His 
own blood. The inheritance is most glorious ; 
it includes the gratification of every wish. 
There shall be " a fulness of joy." 

The inheritance of the redeemed is "in- 
corruptible and undefiled ;" '*it fadeth not 
away."* The inheritor of a terrestrial estate 
is the heir in possession, at death he must 
surrender all to his appointed successor ; the 
celestial inheritance is lasting. The saint 
holds by a perpetual tenure. His acquisi- 
tion is unfading. No angry hurricane shall 
sweep across its surface to mar its richness or 
impair its splendour ; the scorching sun shall 
not blight its fair scenes ; no deadly pestilence 
shall invade its borders ; its arbours may con- 

• I Pet i. 4. 
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tain no fading leaf; no defilement shall rest 
upon it ; the glory of the Lord shall dwell there. 

The realms of the redeemed are an inherit- 
ance and a home. The earthly wanderer 
from his native shores is in the land of his 
adoption, a stranger among strangers. Un- 
known, he is subjected to suspicion and 
regarded with distrust There shall be no 
strangers in the celestial paradise ; every in- 
habitant is known from the beginning ; all 
are friends of the Prince of the country ; they 
wear His livery ; they have been washed in 
His blood ; in their foreheads they are sealed 
with His signet ring. 

The ancient church, groaning amidst the 
burdens of Egypt, or weeping by the rivers 
of Babylon, represents the condition of the 
Lord's people upon earth. Here the child of 
God is most frequently the son of suffering ; 
yesterday the owner of a splendid fortune, he 
is to-day poor as Job ; last year his fleet of 
ships covered the seas, now they are wrecks 
upon the shore ; lately he was rich in children, 
but mortal sickness has invaded his home, 

G 
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and smiting down his dear ones, has rendered 
his home desolate. 

Never shall the blast of adversity chill the 
atmos{diere of heaven ; no tears shall fall in 
glory ; the voice of the oppressor shall be no 
more heard ; into the celestial treasure-house 
poverty may not penetrate ; ,the ** light afflic- 
tion" of time is succeeded by "an eternal 
weight of glory." * 

The tradition of a heavenly home, derived 
from patriarchal times, had penetrated into 
all lands ; the most ancient nations believed 
that the spirits of the departed virtuous should 
meet together in some r^on of unclouded 
beauty ; the aborigines of every country 
proceeded, on the death of Aeir chiefs, to 
slaughter their wives and favourite slaves, 
that these might in a future state minister to 
the comforts of the departed. 

The doctrine of a happy reunion in the 
spiritual world was accepted by the more 
learned and intelligent among the Greeks and 
Romans. Homer, iEschylus, Sophocles, and 

• 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Virgil, have celebrated the supposed felicities 
and triumphs of departed heroes. The philo- 
sophers, Socrates, Plato, and Cicero, were, 
amidst some misgivings, hopeful that death 
should prove the portal of an existence glo- 
rious and unending. 

A hallowed reunion in the future state 
was revealed to the ancient church. In 
his vision of the ladder between heaven 
and earth, on which the angels of God 
ascended and descended, Jacob was taught 
that a social connection subsisted between 
the present and the eternal worlds.* The 
translation of Enoch and Elijah testified 
that the saints on earth were privileged 
with admission into the upper sanctuary 
The patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
are each described at death as "gathered 
to his people." When the command was 
given to Moses to ascend Mount Nebo, 
and there await the close of his earthly 
pilgrimage, God addressed the lawgiver in 
these words, — " Be gathered unto thy people, 

• Gen. xxviii. lo— 17. 



92 HEAVEN THE HOME 

as Aaron thy brother died in Mount Hor, 
and was gathered unto his people."* These 
died amidst the solitudes of nature, far from 
kindred and friends. They rested in the dust 
apart, but they were "gathered together" 
on the heavenly shores. They joined the 
" people " of the Lord in their celestial home. 
The union of the saints in glory as one 
holy, happy family is clearly set forth in New 
Testament Scripture. In His remarkable 
intercessory prayer the Saviour used these 
words, — " Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me, may be with Me where I 
am ; that they may behold My glory, which 
Thou hast given Me."f The high priest 
Caiaphas prophesied that Jesus should die 
for the Jewish nation, and that by His death 
He should ''gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad." J 
The apostle Paul speaks of " the whole family 
in heaven." § In the same epistle he writes, 
"Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 

• Deut. xxxii. 50. + John xvii. 24. J John xL 51, 

§ Ephes. iii. 15. 
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but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God."* 

The saints in glory shall continue those 
holy friendships which they had together on 
earth, and shall enter upon new. Among the 
twelve persons whom our Lord selected as the 
companions of His spiritual labours there 
were three whom He especially loved. These 
— Peter, James, and John — ^were selected to 
behold His glory on the mount, His agony 
in the garden, and His raising the daughter 
of Jairus. John was pre-eminently favoured ; 
he was styled "the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.*' The Saviour loved the family at 
Bethany; He wept at the grave of Lazarus^. 
The Holy Spirit pronounced the prophet 
Daniel "a man greatly beloved." The Lord 
Jesus, in vision to Ananias, spoke of Paul as 
" a chosen vessel." 

The holy flame of charity shall in heaven 
burn with an increasing brilliancy. The ties 
of kindred are broken at the sepulchre, but 
the chain of saintly affection extends through- 

• Ephes. ii. 19. 
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out eternity. Those who were held dear on 
earth shall be loved in glory. Those whose 
hallowed intercourse proved a solace in the 
desert shall become a precious. treasure in the 
garden of the Lord. No alienation shall in- 
terrupt the friendships of the upper sanctuary. 

** Friendships on earth are formed to sever, 
But friends in heaven are friends for ever." 

Shall the saints recognise each other in 
glory.? If memory has failed, the heavenly 
state must lack perfection. If memory has 
failed, the saints may not join in the song of 
praise to Him who has redeemed them by 
His blood, and separated them out '* of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation."* 

In heaven the memory and every other 
faculty are increased and strengthened. In re- 
visiting, after a long absence, scenes with which 
we were formerly familiar, we meet with many 
whom we formerly well knew, but whom now 
we fail to recognise. Time has changed their 
aspects ; the youth has passed into manhood, 
and he whom we left rejoicing in the meridian 

* Rev. v. 9. 
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of life, now with tottering step treads the 
valley of years. Such vicissitudes are un- 
known in the heavenly glory. The hue of 
youth shall be imprinted on a perpetual 
manhood, with which shall likewise be 
blended the dignity of age. Recognition shall 
be easy and complete. Brother shall hail 
brother in the new Jerusalem, and shall re- 
new the saintly fellowship which death had 
temporarily dissolved. " I must confess as 
the experience of my own soul," writes the 
pious Richard Baxter, " that the expectation 
of loving my friends in heaven principally 
kindles my love to them while on earth. If 
I thought I should never know, and conse- 
quently never love them after this life, I 
should number them with temporal things, 
and love them as such ; but I now delightfully 
converse with my pious friends in a firm per- 
suasion that I shall converse with them for 
ever; and I take comfort in those that are 
dead or absent, believing that I shall shortly 
meet them in heaven, and love them with a 
heavenly love." 
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The true meaning of home is understood 
now. There was a dear one whom you 
tenderly loved, — a little child. Her young 
life was knit to your soul ; her infant smiles 
gladdened your heart. She was the delight 
and comfort of your family circle. Suddenly 
she began to droop ; the lustre of her eye 
became dim ; the gentle countenance was 
"sicklied o'er" with a pallid hue. She was 
snatched away. You could scarcely be recon- 
ciled to this great trial ; you bitterly com- 
plained that a gift so precious should have 
been resumed so speedily. You rebelled 
against the divine Giver because He took 
back His own. But you are reconciled now. 
The babe you lost on earth is found in heaven. 
God loved your child, and took her into glory 
before you. She beheld the face of her 
heavenly Father when she ceased to smile 
in yours ; she has been in her Saviour's arms 
since she left your own. She is restored to 
you lovelier than ever, and you shall be sepa- 
rated from her no more. 

There was a ship on the deep. The vessel 
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bore one whom you fondly hoped would 
share your home, as she already shared your 
heart. She was your playmate at the village 
school. You dearly loved her ; she had con- 
sented to link her fate with yours, and took 
ship to join you in a far-off land. You 
anticipated her approach, and eagerly watched 
every sail, hoping that the vessel might be 
bearing towards you the object of your love. 
You were often disappointed, but still you 
hoped. At length the sad tidings reached 
you that the vessel in which your affianced 
had embarked was wrecked, and that all on 
board had perished. At first you could not 
fully realize the force of this terrible intelli- 
gence. You still gazed upon the deep, and 
tried to persuade yourself that there might 
yet be hope. But when the awful reality of 
your loss burst upon you at the last, you sunk 
down in an agony of grief, and refused to be 
comforted. As you recalled to remembrance 
the darling form of the departed, and surveyed 
the tokens of her love, you felt that you could 
have died with her. 
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Years have passed. The Master has called, 
and you have entered on the glories of the 
upper sanctuary. Who comes to meet you 
there, with the smile of saintly affection ? 
You know her well. She has joined you at 
the last. You had expected her in the fading 
form of terrestrial loveliness, she is given you 
a saint in heaven. 

A married pair lived happily together. 
They were possessed of every comfort. 
Children grew as olive plants round about 
their table. They watched the opening bud 
of life, and taught their little ones to walk in 
the fear of God. All went well with them, 
and they had hoped to descend together into 
the valley of years. But the ways of the 
Lord are full of mystery. The husband and 
father is, in the vigour of manhood, seized 
with a mortal ailment Commending his wife 
and children to the divine protection, he obeys 
the call summoning him to rest. 

His widow is inconsolable. The husband 
of her youth, her counsellor, her unfailing 
comforter, has been taken from her. She 
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goes to the grave to weep there. Time rolls 
on ; that widowed one follows her loved 
consort to the tomb. Conceive the joy of 
their meeting in the place of glory. They 
have reached a home which death cannpt 
invade, and where the pang of separation 
shall be felt no more. 

The general assembly of the saints shall be 
composed, not of individuals only, but like- 
wise of families who, feeling that they were 
pilgrims and sojourners on the earth, pressed 
on together to the celestial home. Husbands 
and wives, parents and children, brothers and 
sisters, shall meet together in the heavenly 
country. Pastors and people shall renew the 
anthem of praise and the song of devotion 
which they had together chanted in the 
earthly temple. Neighbour and friend 
shall meet in the bowers of bliss. 

Friendship had on earth been the song of 
poets, and the sage had celebrated its sacred 
rites. But terrestrial affection burns pale 
before the hallowed flame of celestial love. 
Doubts have disappeared from every bosom ; 
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prejudices are banished from every heart ; 
suspicion no longer weakens confidence and 
abridges trust ; separate interests exist no 
longer. The happiness of each is the felicity 
of all. Every saintly emotion finds an echo 
in myriads of loving hearts. 

"The ties of blood, 
And earth's most sacred bonds, are but a twine 
Of gossamer, compared with that which binds 
To Christ, and all who are in Him." 

The friends whom on earth we most prize 
are often separated from us by distance, or 
occupation may form a barrier to our fre- 
quent enjoyment of their intercourse. Friends 
in glory shall together celebrate the joys and 
the songs of Sion. The saints of every gene- 
ration meet in holy fellowship. The humblest 
dweller in the heavenly glory is privileged 
with the companionship of prophets and 
apostles ; the redeemed of every rank and 
of every age sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of the blessed. 

New friendships shall be formed ; and these 
shall constitute one of the more glorious of 
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the heavenly felicities. A confusion of tongues 
shall exist no longer,— each shall comprehend 
the speech of another ; a language universal as 
it is hallowed shall be spoken in the mansions 
of the glorified. The saint who has a thousand 
years partaken of heavenly joys shall cherish 
the companionship of the saint of yesterday. 
The modem preacher shall share the affection 
of Noah, who proclaimed righteousness, and 
of John, who with trumpet tongue heralded 
the good tidings of the gospel. Apostles shall 
lovingly associate with the missionaries of 
latter times. Prophets and martyrs shall 
enjoy a beatified fellowship. David at his 
golden harp shall invite to his embrace all 
who in every age have invoked the minstrelsy 
of heaven. 

Narrow views shall no longer divide the 
society of the faithful. Sectarian bitterness 
shall be unknown in the new Jerusalem. 
Churchman and Dissenter shall see eye to 
eye in the heavenly home. In the inheritance 
of the saints the fathers of reformation shall 
dwell lovingly with the devoted Pascal and 
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the sainted Massillon. There is only one 
church in glory ; it comprehends all those 
who, " out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation, have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood qF the 
Lamb." 

Christian traveller, weary not, though your 
lot be humble and your earthly destiny ob- 
scure. Afflicted believer, bear up under 
those heavy trials, those sore bereavements. 
Poverty-stricken pilgrim, murmur not that 
penury and adversity are thy lot Look 
beyond the present life, ye sad and sorrowful 
ones. There is a happy land above, and 
there shall each of you obtain abundance and 
rest, an inheritance and a home. Take up 
the words of the sweet old hymn, and sing 
cheerfully, — 

** Jerusalem, my happy home! 
Name ever dear to me ! 
When shall my labours have an end 
In joy, and peace, and thee ? 

" When shall these eyes Thy heaven-built walls 
And pearly gates behold ? 
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Thy bulwarks with salvation strong, 
And streets of shining gold ? 

** O when, thou city of my God, 
Shall I thy courts ascend, 
"Where congregations ne'er break up. 
And Sabbaths have no end ? 

** There happier bowers than Eden's bloom. 
Nor sin nor sorrow know; 
Blest seats ! through rude and stormy scenes 
I onward press to you ! 

** Why should I shrink at pain and woe. 
Or feel at death dismay ? 
I've Canaan's goodly land in view, 
And realms of endless day ! 

" Apostles, martjrrs, prophets, there 
Around my Saviour stand ; 
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Will join the glorious band. 

" Jerusalem, my happy home ! 
My soul still pants for thee ! 
Then shall my labours have an end 
When I thy joys shall see.'* 



V. 
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** What joy, what beauty must be there 
In soul and sense, beyond whate'er 

Beauty or joy we call ; 
Where in His glory shines the King, 
Where flows of bliss the unsullied spring, 
Source, centre, end of all ! " 

Grinfield. 

* * Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy ; 
Ear hath not heard its deep song of joy; 
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair; 
Sorrow and death may not enter there; 
Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom ; 
Far beyond the clouds and beyond the tomb, — 
It is there, it is there, my child. " 

Mrs. Hemans. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE HEAVENLY GLORY. 

TV TAN was destined for immortal happi- 
•^^-^ ness. He experiences a perpetual 
longing after the heavenly condition. Crea- 
tures inferior to him in the scale of existence 
are destitute of such aspirations.* On earth 
they fulfil the purpose of their being, and pass 
away. In this life none of the human race 
are perfectly happy. Kings and governors 
are exposed to bereavement and personal 
distress. Suffering is the lot of all. The 
Christian believer is not exempted from the 
pains of dissolution. 

In heaven man attains that which on earth 
he eagerly longed for; his desires are satis- 
fied ; his hopes terminate in fruition ; he is 
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delivered from pain and sickness ; the fear of 
death depresses him no longer. 

Certain revelations have been made to us 
respecting the heavenly glory. "I heard," 
writes St. John, " a voice from heaven, saying 
unto me. Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them."* 
The word "labour" here signifies not occu- 
pation, but toil. The apostle was commis- 
sioned to declare that the dead in Christ 
should rest from their fatigues. 

The toils of time are continuous and un- 
mitigated. The child experiences effort in 
using its members. The youth is exposed 
to fatigue in the acquisition of knowledge. 
The majority of mankind are early thrown 
on their own exertions for the support of life. 
They continue to " eat bread " " in the sweat 
of their face." 

Those who are relieved from the necessity 
of physical exertion must undergo intellectual 

• Rev. xiv. 13. 
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labour. They procure the means of subsistence 
through " much study, which is a weariness of 
the flesh." The ladder of science is clomb 
with difficulty. 

** Poor waudprers of a stormy day, 
From wave to wave we're driven. 
And fancy's flash and reason's ray 
Serve but to light the troubled way — 
There's nothing calm but heaven." 

I 

There are no fatigues either of body or 
mind in the upper sanctuary. Those whom 
the Saviour has delivered from the burden of 
sin experience eternal exemption from the 
burden of suffering. There are no toils in 
the land of glory ; fatigue is a stranger in the 
heavenly paradise. " The weary be at rest " 
for ever. He who sustained '* the burden 
and heat of the day," rests in complete and 
ceaseless repose. Knowledge is gained with- 
out effort, wisdom is acquired without toil. 
The blessed inhabitants "hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more ; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
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them, and shall lead them unto living foun- 
tains of waters."* 

" There is a soft, a downy bed, — 
'Tis feir as breath of even ; 
A couch for weary mortals spread. 
Where they may rest the aching head. 
And find repose in heaven. " 

The saints rest from the burden of sin. 
Here the weight of indwelling corruption 
wounds the hearts even of the most faithful. 
The great apostle of the Gentiles felt a law 
in his members warring against the law of 
his mind, and bringing him under subjection 
to the law of sin."f* The believer has to en- 
gage in a perpetual warfare ; he has to wrestle 
not only against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and spiritual wick- 
edness in high places. J In heaven these 
conflicts are for ever past. The saints are 
"made free from sin." They have "washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." 

* Rev. vii. i6, 17. f Rom. vil 23, 24. J Ephes. vi. 12. 
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The miseries which sin hath entailed — its 
penal consequences — are unknown in the 
heavenly inheritance. During the present 
life sin brings much trouble even on the 
righteous. "Man is born to trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward." "A thorn in the flesh" 
is the lot of nearly every child of God. To 
the believer the gate of life is strait even as 
to others. He who is most devoted to the 
cause of the Redeemer is most exposed to 
the missiles of the ungodly ; the shafts of 
malice pierce him ; he is sorely wounded of 
the archers. 

The Christian is subjected to the cares of 
business like other men. He is exposed to the 
anxieties of commercial and social relations. 
He may sustain loss. Fortune may frown. His 
friends may become alienated. Affliction may 
lay its blighting hand upon him. And though 
personal anxieties are at a distance, a fountain 
of suffering is opened up to him in the sins 
and sorrows of others. The corruption which 
meets him everywhere ' depresses his soul. 
Like Lot, he is pained " by the filthy conver- 
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sation of the wicked," and, with the Psalmist, 
is ready to exclaim, " Oh that I had wings like 
a dove ! for then would I fly away, and be at 
rest" 

In heaven there is no sin, and consequently 
" no sorrow." " All former things have passed 
away." The inhabitant of that land shall no 
more say, ^' I am sick ; " the accent of com- 
plaint shall not mar the heavenly harmonies. 
The saint is rescued from the crucible and 
delivered from the refining pot ; the accuser 
of the brethren is no more heard ; " the 
wicked cease from troubling ; " the wilderness 
has been exchanged for the garden of the 
Lord. On the hill of Sion are forgotten the 
steeps of the ascent and the perils of the 
journey. There is an atmosphere of joy ; 
sadness enters not among '* the ransomed of 
the Lord." " God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." 

There are acquisitions of bliss. In the 
present life the periods of rest even are full 
of heaviness. Nearly a third portion of our 
time is consumed in sleep. Should the 
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nightly rest be broken, sickness and pros- 
tration ensue. The weekly return of the 
Sabbath is sweet to the man of toil. To 
him the day of rest is as an oasis in the 
wilderness pointing to the verdant glades 
of paradise. Sabbath is a day of languor to 
others. The services of the sanctuary are irk- 
some ; the hours of worship hang tediously. 

In the land of bliss slumber shall not fall 
on the eyelids of the redeemed ; they shall 
enjoy an eternal Sabbath ; they sliall cele- 
brate the jubilee of everlasting praises. 
Weariness shall be unknown. 

You have been within the walls of an old 
cathedral. As you walked through its ancient 
aisles, and surveyed its massive propor- 
tions, you have remarked the richness of 
its architecture, and marvelled at the noble 
sculptures with which it was adorned. But 
after a little reflection nobler feelings have 
inspired you. The place, you remembered, 
had long been the scene of divine worship ; a 
succession of generations had here bowed to 
the name of Jesus. A holy reverence now 
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rested upon you, and as you withdrew from 
the place you were -led to exclaim, " This is 
none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." 

Heaven is the temple of God's eternal 
praises. There have angels and archangels 
worshipped throughout countless ages. The 
presence of the Lord on Mount Sinai con- 
secrated the mountain to its foundations ; 
when Jehovah spake in the burning bush, 
the surrftmding scene was pronounced holy. 
But heaven is the immediate dwelling-place 
of the Most High. The glory of divinity 
shall consecrate every portion of the heavenly 
habitations. 

Heaven is a scene of infinite beneficence. 
The divine love is experienced in this present 
world ; it rests upon the circle of the earth ; 
it is manifested in the " rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness ; " it shines resplendent in the gift of 
a Saviour. In the mansions of the redeemed 
the fountain of fatherly beneficence is ever 
nigh ; it gladdens the hearts of all. There 



THE HEAVENLY GLORY. 1 1 5 

are no dark spots on the Sun of love ; no 
clouds intercept the beams of celestial be- 
nignity. 

On earth the believer beheld his Saviour 
by the eye of faith. Sometimes his faith 
waxed dim ; clouds returned after the rain ; 
seasons of faintness succeeded periods of 
strength and devout wrestling ; corruption 
usurped the place of holy aspiration ; the 
flight of the eagle was exchanged for a 
miserable cleaving to the dust. In the con- 
flict with the powers of evil, deep and bitter 
wounds pierced and agonized the heart. 

There are no days of darkness now. The 
cross has been struck down ; the"meteor star of 
faith has brought the believer to the heavenly 
Bethlehem. Beyond the clouds of corruption 
he dwells in the bright atmosphere of bliss ; 
he drinks of the river of eternal pleasures ; the 
dews of heaven rest upon him ; he is inspired 
with praise. 

The love of the saint on earth was as " the 
smoking flax ; " it is now as the burning 
flame. The spirit of the Saviour rests upon 
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him ; he inhales the breeze of a heavenly 
aflfection. On earth he had held the name of 
Jesus as "ointment poured forth;" now he 
exclaims in the fervour of a deeper emotion, 
" How much better is Thy love than wine! and 
the smell of Thine ointments than all spices!" 
With the angels he celebrates '*the Ancient 
of days ; " he unites in their joy over every 
repentant sinner.* He takes up the 'words, 
" Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His 
Christ : for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day 
and night.""f* The felicities of heaven are con- 
centrated in the love of Christ. 

** His presence fills each heart with joy, 
Tunes every mouth to sing; 
By day, by night, the sacred courts 
With glad hosannas ring. 

" Hunger and thirst are felt no more, 
Nor suns with scorching ray ; 
God is their sun, whose cheering beams 
Diffuse eternal day. 

• Luke XV. lo. t Rev. xii. lO. 
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'* The Lamb which dwells amidst the throne 
Shall o'er them still preside, 
Feed them with nourishment divine, 
And all their footsteps guide. 

** *Mong pastures green He'll lead his flock, 
Where living streams appear; 
And God the Lord from every eye 
Shall wipe off every tear." 

The saint in glory attains a royal rank ; he 
is a prince in his Saviour's kingdom. Jesus 
shares the honours of His kingly dignity with 
all His subjects ; He reigns with them ; He 
makes them " kings and priests unto God and 
His Father."* He shares their humanity; 
they share His glory. They "shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father." f 
" With • gladness and rejoicing shall they be 
brought ; they shall enter into the King's 
palace." J They are clothed in saintly robes ; 
vestments of light shall cover them. Their 
"garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and 
cassia." § The uncreated lustre of the Sa- 
viour's throne rests upon them continually. 

• Rev. i. 6. t Matt xiii. 43. J Psa. xlv. 15. 

§ Psa. xlv. 8. 
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The saint is crowned in glory ; this doctrine 
has been revealed most plainly. The apostle 
Paul, referring to the competition practised in 
the Olympic games, writes, "They do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown ; but we an incor- 
ruptible." * In connection with his own Chris- 
tian attainments he writes, " There is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day : aAd not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love His appearing." + 
"Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion," says St. James : " for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love Him." J 
"When the Chief Shepherd shall appear," 
writes St Peter, " ye shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away."§ In the Book of 
Revelation, St John repeatedly refers to the 
crowning of the saints. He describes the 
elders who surrounded thfe throne as having 
" on their heads crowns of gold." || 

• I Cor. ix. 25. t 2 Tim. iv. 8. J Jas. i. 12. 

§ I Pet V. 4. II Rev. iv. 4. 
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A crown implies the highest dignity ; the 
successful athlete in the games of Greece was 
publicly crowned. A garland of laurel or of 
olive was placed upon his brow amidst the 
plaudits of the multitude. The triumphant 
competitor rejoiced in this honour; the de- 
monstration compensated him for all his 
anxieties and his toils. As he marched home- 
ward with his floral coronet he would not have 
exchanged his diadem for the crown of princes. 
In a few days that diadem faded away. 

So fade terrestrial honours ; the dignities 
of state are fleeting as a sunbeam ; the 
honours of empire vanish like the snowflake 
on the surface of the lake. The crown of glory 
only is immortal ; the gems which stud its 
golden circlet emit an everlasting lustre. 
Resplendent beauty glistens in every saintly 
diadem. Each crowned one in glory is worthy 
of his high honours, for the name of God is 
written in his forehead.* 

Every crowned believer shall bear in his 
hand the symbol of everlasting victory. The 

* Rev. xxii. 4. 
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glorified have palms in their hands.* The 
branches of palm trees were carried by the 
crowned victors in the Olympic games ; they 
were the ensigns of power. As such they were 
borne in that procession at Jerusalem when 
the multitude insisted on hailing the Saviour 
with royal honours. In heaven the saints 
"reign" with their Saviour.f The victory on 
Mount Calvary shall be eternally celebrated 
on the harps of the redeeifted. The power 
which bruised the serpent's head shall be 
shared by every saint in glory. The church 
triumphant is a band of heroes, who, having 
closed their campaign, commemorate in ever- 
lasting paeans the victory they have won. 
They have dropped the sword of conflict, 
and assumed the peaceful ensign of an en- 
during triumph. 

The society of heaven is glorious ; all the 
excellent of the earth are there ; none have 
been admitted save those who bore the 
wedding garment of holiness, and were sealed 
by the Holy Spirit On earth the lamp of 

• Rev. vil 9. t Rev. xxii, 5. 
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grace shines but faintly, its splendour is 
eclipsed in an atmosphere of corruption ; all 
the ancient saints experienced the depressing 
influences of indwelling sin. "I abhor my- 
self," said Job ; Isaiah has described himself 
as " a man of unclean lips ;" David experi- 
enced " shame and confusion of face ;" the 
apostle Peter used these expressive words, — 
" I am an evil man, O Lord ;" the apostle 
Paul exclaimed, in deepest self-abasement, "O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? " Now the 
fetters of corruption have been wrenched off ; 
the depressing burden of sin is succeeded by 
a weight of glory ; the morning of joy has 
arisen on the night of weeping. Accents of 
self-debasement are substituted by words of 
precious gratulation and holy triumph. 

On earth believers were one in Christ ; they 
possessed common sympathies, they rejoiced 
in mutual fellowship ; they showed a mutual 
esteem ; they drank from the same Fountain 
of grace. But circumstances often separated 
them, the conventional usages of mankind 

I 
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kept them apart ; they worshipped in dif- 
ferent communions ; they belonged to different 
classes or grades of society. 

Now all is changed. That divine Spirit 
which found the prodigal among the husks, 
and supported the beggar Lazarus on his 
rude pallet, has elevated poor and humble 
ones to posts of dignity in heaven. The per- 
secuting Saul, changed through grace, is a 
prince in glory. Zaccheus, who clomb the 
sycamore tree to see the Prophet of Galilee, 
now owns Him as his Saviour. The penitent 
malefactor, who found mercy at his dying 
hour, celebrates the glories of redemption. 
Terrestrial distinctions exist no longer ; from 
the heavenly society no class shall be ex- 
cluded ; all share in the Saviour's love, and in 
the fellowship of an undivided brotherhood. 
"Depend on it, sir," said the celebrated Dr. 
Thomas Chalmers, in conversation with a 
friend, "the Christian has always something 
gentlemanlike about him." The gospel is the 
grand restorer of the race ; civilization may 
polish the exterior, it cannot amend the 
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heart The man of refinement, who wants 
the graces of the divine life, may not with- 
stand the pressure of temptation. The Chris- 
tian believer, on the contrary, is, even in the 
humblest station, a true nobleman ; his out- 
ward nature may lack the advantages which 
attend a life of ease, but his speech " is alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt ;" * his neigh- 
bours trust him, and he is respected even by 
the ungodly. 

The gates of heaven are open to the poor 
in worldly estate. Those who enter therein 
shall be poor no longer ; they share the 
eternal riches ; the treasure-house of glory is 
their own. As David, who followed his father's 
flocks, was elevated to a throne and temporal 
dominion, so shall the lowly wanderer in Sion 
be privileged to sit upon a throne in glory, 
and bear the palm of celestial authority. The 
fishermen of Galilee, who walked with Jesus 
on earth, are now honoured citizens in heaven. 
Those ** of whom the world was not worthy," 
who " wandered in deserts and in mountains, 

• Col. iv. 6. 
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and in dens and caves of the earth/'* now 
stand on the celestial hills, and survey the 
glories of the upper sanctuary. In this g^eat 
brotherhood kings and their subjects dwell 
lovingly together. Ambition, with its fol- 
lowers, envy and discontent, is unknown in 
glory. Each accepts his allotted place with 
an outburst of thankfulness and joy. 

There is no night side of nature now. 
Physical, moral, and spiritual darkness have 
fled together. The divine Shekinah is re- 
splendent everywhere. Knowledge is immea- 
surably increased. On earth God holds back 
the face of His throne. Those who have 
penetrated most deeply into the mysteries of 
science have been conscious how little they 
have won. On the ocean of truth the illus- 
trious Newton felt that he had picked up 
only a few grains of sand. In heaven know- 
ledge shall flow into the soul ; intellect shall 
vastly expand itself ; the senses shall be inten- 
sified ; the flowers of heaven shall impart a 
sweeter fragrance than those of earth ; the 

• Heb. xi. 38. 
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music of time shall be remembered as harsh 
compared with the celestial harmonies. 

New conceptions of the divine goodness 
shall be realized ; that which was known in 
part shall now be fully revealed ; what was 
before past finding out shall now be mysterious 
no longer. Creation shall mirror back God's 
glory. To the enraptured vision of the soul 
the past shall present its treasures, the present 
open up its stores, and the future usher in its 
glories. 

On earth the Lord Jesus had taught His 
people ; He shall instruct them still. They 
can now bear* his heavenly sayings, and in 
some measure comprehend the mysteries of 
His kingdom. The scales of prejudice have 
fallen from their eyes ; they are permitted to 
search " the deep things of God ; " they shall 
drink of wisdom at its source ; they shall 
advance in knowledge. New discoveries of 
the Saviour's glory shall constantly refresh 
and gladden and delight their hearts. 

When Solomon held his solemn dedication 

• John xvi. 12. 
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of the temple, and after his prayer of con- 
secration, "the glory of the Lord filled the 
house."* So dazzling was the brilliancy of 
the divine presence, that the priests were 
unable to enter the structure to perform the 
functions of their office. In heaven, the im- 
mediate scene of the divine glory, unsanctified 
humanity may not intrude. None shall behold 
the divine countenance save those only who 
are by faith united to the Saviour; those 
whose names are borne in the breastplate of 
the great High Priest may alone enter the 
heavenly temple. 

We are not left without a guide to the 
heavenly home. The Holy Spirit has been 
sent forth to invite all who would be saved. 
Through the offices of the Spirit the Saviour 
is pleading with us even now. Let us tarry no 
longer, but heartily embrace the blessed offer 
of pardon, and therewith an inheritance of 
eternal glory. 

** On Jordan's stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye 

• 2 Chron. vii. i, 2. 
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To Canaan's fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 

" Oh the transporting rapturous scene 
That rises to my sight ! 
Sweet fields, arrayed in living green. 
And rivers of delight. 

** There generous fruits, that never fail, 
On trees immortal grow; 
There rocks and hills, and brooks and vales, 
With milk and honey flow. 

** All o'er those wide extended plains 
Shines one eternal day ; . 
There God the Son for ever reigns, 
And scatters night away. 

** No chilling winds, or poisonous breath, 
Can reach that healthful shore ; 
Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and feared no more. 

** Wlien shall I reach that happy place. 
And be for ever blest ? 
When shall I see my Father's face, 
And in His bosom rest ? 

** Filled with delight, my raptured soul 
Can here no longer stay ; 
Though Jordan's waves around me roll, 
Fearless I'd launch away." 



VI. 



I^cll tte Itemal ^tiotie of ^t i^ost 



** A universe of death." 

Milton. 

** Wide was the place, 
And deep as wide, and ruinous as deep. 
Beneath I saw a lake of burning fire, 
With tempest toss*d perpetually. . . 
Through all that dungeon of unfading fire 
I saw most miserable beings walk, 
Burning continually, yet unconsumed ; 
For ever wasting, yet enduring still ; 
D3dng perpetually, yet never dead." 

POLLOK. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HELL THE ETERNAL ABODE OF THE LOST. 

A S the gates of the heavenly paradise are 
-^^" open to the departed believer, so the 
souls of the ungodly are at death consigned to 
a place of punishment. *' The wicked," saith 
the Psalmist, "shall be turned into hell." 
" Fear him," said our Lord, " which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell."* 

The word Gehenna, which in the original 
Scriptures denotes the place of punishment, 
was originally applied to Tophet, in the valley 
of Hinnom. In that unhallowed spot the 
idolatrous Israelites had performed the re- 
volting rites of Moloch. The idol was con- 
structed of brass, with arms extended as in 

• Psa. ix. 17; Matt. x. 28. 
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the act of an embrace. On certain festive 
occasions the statue was rendered burning 
hot, and the infatuated worshippers placed 
their children in its arms, in horrid sacrifice. 
The screams of the sufferers were drowned 
amidst the deafening noise of drums and 
other instruments of music. 

When the Jews returned from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, Tophet was converted into 
a place of loathsomeness ; it was made the 
receptacle of all that was vile and filthy in 
Jerusalem. It was avoided as a centre of 
corruption. 

At Tophet fires were kept constantly 
burning. These were kindled to purify the 
surrounding atmosphere, and prevent the 
outbreak of disease. The lurid flames of 
Gehenna ascended on the midnight sky, 
warning the benighted traveller from the 
scene of contamination. 

The idol Moloch had his prototype in the 
great enemy of mankind. Satan transforms 
himself into " an angel of light," that he may 
deceive his victims, and bury them in eternal 
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fires. From the beginning the devil lay in 
wait to deceive. He entered Eden, and with 
enticing words beguiled Eve; he presented 
himself in the desert, and there beset with his 
temptations the Son of God. He is **the 
father of lies ; " he has deceived mankind in 
every age. 

The fires of Gehenna represented hell. An 
eternal furnace is the portion of the lost 
** Upon the wicked " God " shall rain snares 
(quick, burning coals), fire and brimstone, and 
an horrible tempest."* ** The worshippers of 
the beast," writes the apostle John, ** shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone."f In 
another place St. John writes, " The fearful, 
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, arid all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone : which is the second death." J 

That vast material fires exist in the uni- 
verse is no matter of conjecture. The confor- 
mation of the earth in its mountains and 

• Psa. xi. 6. t Rev. xiv. lo. J Rev. xxi. 8. 



1 34 HELL THE ETERNAL 

valleys, dry land and ocean hollows, has pro- 
ceeded from the action of internal fires. In 
various parts of the globe these fires are still 
in visible operation. Volcanoes periodically 
disgorge their burning lava. The frequent 
explosions in British mines show that only a 
short distance beneath our feet are the fiery 
elements of destruction. In the moon vol- 
canoes have been distinguished by the tele- 
scope. There is a strong probability that 
some of the planets of our solar system are 
likewise in a state of igneous action. 

The fires of hell are material ; any other 
doctrine would not accord with the express 
declarations of Scripture. In what region of 
the universe these penal fires are placed may 
not be discovered. That the internal parts of 
the globe form the scene of the burning lake 
has been maintained by some. Within the 
earth's crust, indeed, there is space enough to 
contain the entire population who ever dwelt 
upon its surface ; and some might argue that 
it was reasonable that the ungodly should 
suffer punishment in the scene of their dis- 
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obedience. The final destruction of the globe 
by fire after the last judgment does not 
militate against the force of the conjecture. 
Ruined as a world, its burning embers might 
yet feed the flames of perdition. 

Wherever the furnace of woe is situated, that 
furnace shall never cool. None have stated 
this doctrine more emphatically than the 
Saviour. Referring to the condemned. He 
uttered those remarkable words, " Their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. For 
every one shall be salted with fire."* Those 
persons who have bathed in the Salt Sea have 
experienced most painful sensations. The 
water, too, is so buoyant that an intended 
suicide could not effect his purpose by plung- 
ing into its depths. The lake which covers 
the doomed cities of the plain seems emble- 
matical of that awful lake in which the ungodly 
shall be salted in sulphurous flames. 

The fires of hell shall prolong the suflerings 
of the damned. The dead in perdition shall 
be clad " in garments of fire." In vain shall 

* Mark ix. 48, 49. 
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they seek death or court annihilation. The 
hand of eternal vengeance shall never be 
upraised ; the fires of Tophet shall bum day 
and night. 

There is everlasting darkness. "The 
children of the kingdom," said our Lord, 
"shall be cast into outer darkness."* Dis- 
coursing concerning the everlasting condi- 
tion of the ungodly, the apostle Peter writes, 
"To whom the mist of darkness is reserved 
for ever.""!" Jude describes the portion of the 
unbeliever as "the blackness of darkness." j 

A combination of fire and darkness — ^scorch- 
ing heat from unseen flames — shall be the 
future portion of those who know not God. 
They shall occupy — 

** A dungeon horrible on all sides round 
As one great furnace flamed, 
Yet from those flames no light." 

Deeds of darkness shall be recompensed in 
eternal night. The sun of the wicked has 
gone down for ever. The blackness may be 
felt ; it is grosser than that which fell upon 

* Matt. viii. 12. f 2 Pet. ii. 17. J Jude 13. 
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Egypt* more terrible than the darkness of 
primeval chaos. 

Fire and darkness ! On earth the confla- 
gration which destroys cities, and consumes 
the accumulations of industry, produces a 
spectacle of terrific grandeur. But the wicked 
shall not behold the flames by which they are 
consumed. The fire of hell shall burn un- 
seen. A mysterious terror shall haunt the 
regions of the pit. Stung by fiery serpents 
on every side, the miserable victims of lust 
shall experience a perpetual dread of more 
frightful woes. 

We lately perused the narrative of a burn- 
ing ship. The fire had kindled in the hold. 
Detected by a volume of smoke,its source could 
not otherwise be traced. All hands were 
called into action. Water was poured into 
the hold without diminishing the combustion. 
There was no flame, not even the appearance 
of fire. But the column of smoke became 
more and more dense. The hatchways were 
battened down, in the hope of checking the 
conflagration by the exclusion of air ; but the 

K 
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burning continued. Smoke issued from every 
portion of the vessel's sides. The deck be- 
came heated, — a portion of it was abandoned. 
For three days and nights did passengers and 
crew undergo the agonies of suspense. Some 
abandoned themselves to despair. . 

That burning ship was at length encircled 
in a sheet of flame. But a passing vessel had 
previously hailed the signal of distress, and 
rescued every soul on board. Of tliese, who 
should forget the awful suspense of those 
three days ? Conceive, reader, such suspense 
to be of perpetual duration. Think of fire 
around and underneath ; darkness looming 
like the electric cloud, but formless and un- 
seen. Conceive a condition without hope, — a 
place of horrors in which fire and darkness 
ravage, combined with suspense, apprehen- 
sion, and despair! 

There is the relentless sting of self-re- 
proach. "Remember," said Abraham to 
Dives, ** that thou in thy lifetime receivedst 
thy good things."* Remember! What a 

* Luke xvi. 25. 
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rush of frightful reflections shall the memory 
awaken — times of mercy despised ; times of 
warning unimproved ; the monitions of con- 
science evaded ; fixed periods of amendment 
postponed ! How keen has the memory 
become ; it seems intensified by the action 
of these flames ! Around those memories is 
the coil of the serpent ; they are laden with 
the stings of scorpions ; they marshal the 
deeds of a lifetime as a legion of tormentors. 
The sins of youth and the sins of age, — deeds 
wrought in darkness, and evil works done 
before the sun, come up together to scourge 
and to destroy. 

Votary of unhallowed pleasures, where is 
now thy mockery of temperance — thy deri- 
sion of things honourable and sacred ? Where 
is now the loud laugh with which you hailed 
your lewd companions in your daring re- 
bellion against God ? Now has the seed of 
lust germinated, and you reap the harvest of 
eternal death. Your unbridled passion feeds 
the fuel of hell ; your unsatiated appetite is 
whetted by the fire of perdition ; instead of 
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the drunkard's cup you drink the cup of 
everlasting wrath ; the boisterous merriment 
of your midnight orgies is succeeded by the 
shriek of agony and the wail of despair. 

Man of the world, where are now thy 
hopes? All have perished in these flames. 
You had been content to forfeit heaven, 
could you have secured the world. But the 
world has passed away, and you have entered 
a condition you ridiculed before. Misery is 
an awful reality now. On earth you had 
crouched before the breath of popular dis- 
affection. But God is now your enemy. On 
earth you had sought to exercise a lordly 
pre-eminence. Now has ambition thrust you 
into the very depths of hell. Amidst the 
carnage of the battle-field you could remain 
unmoved, for you deemed the engines of 
death the props of terrestrial glory. Now 
you have exchanged ** the thunder of cap- 
tains," and the shout of conquest, for the 
howl of devils and accursed souls. 

Votary of pride, what is thy condition ? 
There are " no robes of purple and fine linen " 
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in the prison-house of hell. The haughty 
look is humbled now. He who sought 
to obtain a reputation of which he was un- 
worthy is now the enslaved of demons. Vain- 
glory feeds the flames of everlasting death ; 
pride preceded destruction.* There is still the 
lust of rule, but the throne of its votary is 
overturned. *Those who shook the earth and 
shed a deluge of blood in quest of wide em- 
pire are now crushed under the chariot-wheels 
of Belial and Beelzebub. 

The pomp and pageantry of unrighteous- 
ness have crumbled now. No circumstance of 
glory shall be paraded in the dark realms of 
Gehenna. Satan crushes with despotic venge- 
ance those whose hearts had been lifted up 
by the glare of human authority. He casts 
them into his dismal lazar-house. There he 
binds them up with the murderers of fathers 
and the murderers of mothers, the false, the 
revengeful, and the unchaste. 

Yonder is the seducer ; he is in the midst 
of these flames. Terrible images pass before 

* Prov. xvi. 18, 
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his eyes. He might bear other horrors, but 
he cannot endure these shapes. They are an 
ever-present centre of frightful recollections. 
His condition is apostrophized in the poet's 
words, — 

** There are shades which will not vanish. 
There are thoughts thou canst not banish ; 
By a power to thee unknown, ^ 
Thou canst never be alone." 

These forms, so degraded, recall the impuri- 
ties of a lifetime. Dives sought to deliver his 
five brethren from falling into perdition ; 
the seducer beholds reflected in hell's dark 
mirror the forms of those he had dragged 
into the pit. ** O my soul, come not thou into 
their secret" 

There is something frightful in an assem- 
blage of criminals. Few persons will leave 
the inspection of a prison without a sense of 
horror and sadness. The countenance of the 
youthful offender already bears the stamp 
of guilt Infamy is imprinted on the brow of 
the aged felon. We saw in his last illness one 
who was imprisoned for his crimes. Disease 
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had obtained the mastery of a frame enfeebled 
through lust ; suffering was acute and intense. 
The dying felon spoke of the future while his 
frame quivered with emotion. He saw hell 
opening to receive him ; with a loud and bitter 
cry he sought to be delivered from its impend- 
ing horrors. The contortions of his features 
were terrible.* Twelve years have passed, but 
this awful spectacle of death- bed despair is vivid 
in our memory. How terrible must be the 
aspects of those who have entered the region 
of damnation, and are hopeless prisoners 
there! Into that charnel-house has been 
collected the moral refuse of a world. The 
corrupt and the profane of a hundred genera- 
tions are gathered together in that gulf. Its 
caverns re-echo the curses of the lost. 

Contemplate the hypocrite in hell. He had 
" made broad his phylacteries ;" he had uttered 
the long prayer of the Pharisee. On trumpet 
tongue he had sounded abroad the story of 
his charities. To gain the bubble reputation, 
he had built churches and founded alms- 
houses ; at his decease he had been celebrated 
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as a benefactor of his race ; his funeral ob- 
sequies had been attended by the nobility of 
half a province ; a splendid monument had been 
reared to commemorate his name. But the 
tinsel of outward show might not deceive ait 
all-seeing God. "What is the hope of the 
hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God 
taketh away his soul?"* In hell deception is 
impossible. There he has his eternal portion ; 
he is the scorn of the lost, and the mocked of 
devils. 

In certain states of disordered reason the 
unhappy sufferers imagine evil of those whom 
they most dearly love, and would even destroy 
lives or reputations which in a sound mental 
condition they would guard with affection. 
But the condemned in hell are abandoned to 
eternal reprobation. The material fires which 
consume them are fanned by their own lusts. 
The seed of sin has germinated in those view- 
less flames. Love, sympathy, — every feeling 
which had on earth restrained their base 
passions, has disappeared. The prophetic 

• Job xxvii. 8. 
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warning has been fulfilled, "Whosoever hath 
not, from him shall be taken away even that 
he hath."* Every lost soul is a yawning 
sepulchre of horrors ; within it harbour the 
frightful inmates of hatred, malice, and re- 
venge. The hopeless cast at those that 
are without hope the shafts of despair. 
Every tie of affection is snapped by the fires 
of Tophet. The parent receives the bitter 
upbraidings of his child ; the voluptuary 
curses the companion of his orgies. "The 
poison of asps is under their lips." Fright- 
ful contemplation — an eternity without sym- 
pathy — companionship without love! 

There is another companionship. In this 
den of doom reigns Beelzebub with his rebel 
hosts. They gloat upon the miseries of the 
lost ; they feed on the groans of the con- 
demned. On earth they had tormented their 
victims with nocturnal terrors ; they had 
scared them through dreams and terrified them 
through visions. But the worst of midnight 
horrors are a reality now. A female com- 

* Matt, xiiu i«. 
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panion of the. murderer Burke was discovered 
by the screams and frightful exclamations 
which she uttered in her dreams ; sleep to her 
guilty conscience could bring no rest Phan- 
toms of every guise of horror shall people the 
long dark night of hell. 
Each lost soul shall feel — 

** Disowned of God, disherited of heaven." 

Dives "saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom." So shall Judas " in his own 
place" behold in glory the blessed Jesus, 
whom he sold for money and betrayed with 
a kiss. From his terrible domain Herod 
shall look upon the innocents whom he slew 
at Bethlehem. The tyrant shall behold the 
martyr whom he broke upon the wheel, or 
consumed amidst the flames. The false 
judge shall see the suitor with whom he dealt 
unrighteously. The faithless of gospel times 
shall behold Him whose message of salvation 
they had spurned, ** counting the blood of ^he 
covenant an unholy thing." A full conscious- 
ness of a forfeited heaven shall be conjoined 
with an ever-present hell. There shall be — 
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** Gnashing as of teeth, and passionate groans 
Of spirits in pain, and clanking as of fetters, 
That fill those dolorous abodes, though used 
To every sight and every sound of woe, 
With unimaginable dread, the first 
Loud wail of endless, bottomless despair. " 

Are these things so.? Is hell a posi- 
tive reality ? If it is not, then have we no 
warrant for believing in the existence of a 
place of bliss. The Saviour who. revealed 
heaven, has pledged His eternal word that the 
wicked "shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment"* In the course of one short dis- 
course He has five times described the fire 
of hell as ceaseless and unquenchable.t 
But there are some — they have been found 
in every age — ^who maintain that while the 
impenitent shall suffer punishment here- 
after, the pains of hell shall not be of per- 
petual duration. These persons hold that evil 
will ultimately be swept from the universe, 
and that all erring creatures shall be brought 
back to God through the love of a Redeemer. 

The upholders of Universalism assert that 

♦ Matt XXV. 46. t Mark ix. 43 — ^48. 
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the words which have been translated " ever- 
lasting " and *' eternal " signify, both in Greek 
and Hebrew, nothing more than an age, or in 
the plural, ages. In reality the words signify 
that the things spoken of shall endure as long 
as possible, compared with the subject or 
matter to which they are applied. The pass- 
over was to be celebrated " for ever," that is, 
so long as the dispensation with which it was 
associated should continue. When the pro- 
phet designated the mountains " everlasting," 
and the hills "perpetual," he signified that 
these should remain so long as the earth on 
which they stood should endure. Applied to 
a future state — a condition of existence not 
bounded by days or years — the words imply 
that the objects with which they are associated 
shall possess an unlimited duration. The 
same words which describe the continuance 
of future punishment denote the eternity of 
God. There are no other words in the Greek 
or Hebrew tongues more expressive of per- 
petuity. They were used by the sacred writers 
to designate the eternal. 
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The doctrine of the Universalists seems at 
first to magnify the work of Jesus. In reality 
it strikes at the root of the Christian atone- 
ment ; for if the views of the Universalists are 
well founded, salvation was not " finished " at 
Calvar>% and the sacrifice of the cross was 
incomplete. God always employs the 
simplest means, and no more than are ab- 
solutely needed, to accomplish the end which 
He designs. That Christ should appear on 
earth, and there suffer the pains of death, was 
a necessity. This was indicated in our Lord's 
prayer during His agony at Gethsemane, 
when He said, " If it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me."* And since the great sacri- 
fice has been offered, shall the act be found 
needful a second time.^ Can we charac- 
terize such a proposition otherwise than in 
the apostle's words, when he speaks of 
crucifying the Son of God afresh, and 
putting Him to an open shame .^f ** Christ 
being raised from the dead," writes St Paul, 
" dieth no more ; death hath no more do- 

* Matt xxvl 39. t Heb. vi. 6. 
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minion over Him."* In another place the 
apostle uses these emphatic words, — '* If we sin 
wilfully after that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries."t 

But Universalism in another view super- 
sedes the necessity of atonement. If the 
punishment of hell is purifying and restorative, 
there is no place left for the work of grace. 
Should sin, or the punishment which it entails, 
effect its own cure, whence has arisen the 
necessity of a propitiatory sacrifice.^ Re- 
demption implies a deliverance from some 
deserved evil ; if the sinner has endured all 
the evil which he deserved, the idea of pardon 
has ceased. A soul which has reached heaven 
through a course of punishment has been no 
debtor to grace. For that soul there was no 
need of a Saviour. 

The upholders of Universalism proceed on 
the assumption that sin and punishment are 

* Rom, vi. 9. t Heb. y.. 16^ 2*1, 



ABODE OF THE LOST. 151 

apart and separate, fhis is not so. Sin is 
its own punishment ; it is, in the language of 
a recent writer, " the self-torturing of an evil 
and unholy nature." " The wages of sin is 
death."* 

• In the present life the effect of punishment 
is not always salutary. The most terrible 
judgments did not lead Pharaoh to repent- 
ance ; they hardened his heart, and hastened 
his doom. Through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit the believer profits by chastisement, 
and the sinner is, under the rod of affliction, 
brought to God. But divine grace is un- 
known in the prison-house of hell. There 
human nature is in ruins. That substance 
which on earth was purified in the crucible of 
trial, and polished in the furnace of affliction, 
has perished. 

There is a progressive development in evil 
as well as in goodness. In a spiritual con- 
dition that development is intensified. If 
there is no second sacrifice for sin, if grace 
is not present, how shall the course of the 

* Rom. vi. 1^. 
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ungodly be checked ? What may arrest 
their development in evil ? But if there 
is hope for the ungodly in hell, the plainest 
language of Scripture — ^the teachings of the 
Saviour himself — may not be relied upon. 
If Judas Iscariot should, even after thousands 
of years of punishment, reach heaven at 
length, how should Christ have used con- 
cerning him those awful words, " It had been 
good for that man if he had not been 
born"?* 

Let us look at the whole scope and tenor 
of Holy Writ, in its revelations concerning 
the hereafter. Read the words of the wise 
king, — " Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest"t In another por- 
tion of his remarkable discourse, Solomon 
uses these words, — " In the place where the 
tree falleth, there it shall lie." J Respecting 
the condition of the wicked in the future life, 
the words of Scripture are unambiguous and 

* Matt, xxvi, 24. t Eccles. ix. 10. } Eccles. xi. 3. 
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plain. The Baptist, in announcing the advent 
of Messias, declared that " He should burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire."* Our 
Lord, when predicting the great event of the 
final judgment, used the same expression in 
asserting the perpetuity of punishment as 
that wherewith He intimated an eternity of 
blessedness."f- The angel in Apocalyptic 
vision said to St. John, as he depicted the 
end of this world's history, " He that is un- 
just, let him be unjust still : and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still." J 

The love of the Saviour is boundless ; it 
extends to the most guilty ; it endures to the 
last hour of life. But grace may not pene- 
trate into the pit of devils. The lost in hell 
are like Ephraim, "joined to idols ;" and the 
sentence, "Let them alone," § is passed and 
sealed. " Times of restitution " shall come, the 
gospel shall be preached from shore to shore, 
and the full purposes of heaven shall be ful- 
filled in the dwelling-place of earth, but no 

• Matt iii. 12. + Matt. xxv. 31 — ^46. J Rev. xxii. 11. 

§ Hos. iv. 1*1, 

1. 
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morning star shall arise on the drear night of 
hell. "The spirits in prison"* received their 
" good things " on earth. The Saviour spoke 
to the old world by the preaching of Noah ; 
He spoke by prophets to His people, and to 
the nations by the voice of nature and of con- 
science. Now the ear of mercy is closed, and 
the sun of the wicked has gone down in dark- 
ness. *' The smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever." t 

Such is the end of all ungodliness. In this 
present world God has on sundry occasions 
erected a throne of judgment. He did so in 
the deluge of Noah, the destruction of Sodom, 
the overthrow of Pharaoh, and the sudden 
punishment of those who profaned the altar 
by strange fire. But now shall the full flood 
of His wrath be poured forth upon all who 
have done wickedly, of every age and genera- 
tion. He shall " rain on them fire and brim- 
stone, and an horrible tempest." There shall 
be no escape. Those who never called upon 
God shall now call to the hills to fall upon 

♦ I Pet. iii. 1 8 — 20. t Rev. xiv. 1 1. 
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them, and the mountains to cover them. 
They shall taste the bitterness of eternal 
death. 

In the regions of woe shall dwell the 
parricide, the adulterer, the blasphemer, 
and the drunkard. The extortioner shall 
be there. The false professor is there. Hell 
shall be **the hold of every foul spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird."* 
The miser is there. Ah ! how he had hoarded 
his treasures ! His gold pieces were his gods. 
They were all in all to him ; food, raiment, 
honour, almost life, he had bartered for his 
yellow dust Money! he had sought it 
with the keen scent of the bloodhound. 

" With eye awry, incurable and wild, 
The laughing-stock of devils and of men. 
And by his guardian angel quite given u^ 
Thou might'st have seen him bending o*er his heaps, 
And in his old, decrepit, withered hand 
Grasping the yellow earth to make it sure. " 

Now he is poor as Job. He cannot even 
purchase a drop of cold water to cool his 

* Rev. xvm. i . 
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burning lips. He might have been content to 
perish, could he still have feasted his eyes on 
his money-bags. It may not be : — 

" This is his house; 
The bird of night sits screaming o'er the roof, 
Grim spectres sweep along the horrid rfoom, 
And nought is heard but wailings." 

The slanderer is in hell. He had been "a 
mighty hunter.*' He had pursued many a 
bleeding reputation with the hounds of malice 
and revenge. He had invented lies against 
his neighbour. Occupying the place of 
power, he had by calumny sought the over- 
throw of his less prosperous fellow-citizen. 
He had entered the private dwelling, and with 
falsehood on his lips sought how by calumny 
he might crush the man whom he dreaded as 
a rival. He had invaded the sanctuary of 
God, and poured contempt on the ministers 
of religion. The arrows of detraction he had 
sent from his deadly bow against those who 
had none to help them. He had smitten 
some ; others he had left bleeding under a 
suspicion worse than death. 
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The slanderer "had sharpened his tongue 
like a serpent ; the poison of adders was 
under hisjips." But "the evil speaker might 
not be established on the earth."* He "licks 
the dust" of hell.f Like Haman, he hangs on 
the gallows he had prepared for another. A 
thousand worlds would he now give to recall 
the cruel insinuations, bitter words, and 
slanderous speeches with which he had as- 
sailed and traduced the innocent. It may not 
be. Even his companions in darkness deem 
his intercourse profane, and shudder at his 
name. 

"The wicked shall be turned into hell," 
saith the Psalmist, " and all the nations that 
forget God." J Numbers, worldly grandeur, 
vast material prosperity, shall not save them. 
There shall be "no respect of persons." 
*'Unto them who are contentious," writes 
the apostle, "and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 

• Psa. cxl. II. t Micah vii, IT, X'^'sa^Ns-- v\- 
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man that doeth evil."* God claims the 
homage of His rational creatures, and those 
who neglect to render Him the glory due 
unto His name shall suffer eternal shipwreck. 
From those who seek Him not in time, God 
shall conceal His face hereafter. No unre- 
pentant sinner shall escape damnation. 
"Though hand join in hand, the wicked 
shall not be unpunished." "Transgressors," 
writes the Psalmist, "shall be destroyed to- 
gether." 

To repair the desolations of the fall, the 
Lord Jesus came in the fulness of time. He 
came publishing salvation. He magnified the 
law and made it honourable. He finished 
transgression, and made an end of sin. He 
brought in an everlasting righteousness. He 
placed His people on a rock, and made them 
safe. He rolled back the lava stream of 
horrors, and pointed to a river of living waters. 
He vanquished Satan in the desert and at 
Gethsemane, and triumphed over him at 
Calvary and the sepulchre. 

♦ Rom. ii. 8, 9. 
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When Christ died, the destiny of mankind 
was suspended in the balance. At the spec- 
tacle a sable curtain enclosed the heavens. 
The earth shook to its foundations. Angels 
looked on in wonder. Yet the victory was 
not uncertain, for the sufferer was divine. 
Christ fulfilled a scheme devised in the 
counsels of infinite wisdom. He shook 
Satan on his seat, and set his captives free. 
There is now " no condemnation." All who 
believe in the finished work of Jesus shall 
live. The most abandoned profligate who 
ever contaminated this fair earth may receive 
repentance through the blood shed at Gol- 
gotha. The Saviour waiteth to be gracious. 
Hell still yawns, but the key of its dreary 
prison-house has been fully secured. None 
shall fall into its depths who cling to Jesus. 
Even they who grasp His feet shall not 
perish.* 

" How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation ? "f Might he who closed his 
eyes to the light of the sun hope to walk 

* Luke vii. 37 — 50. t Heb. ii. 3. 
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safely ? No more can those live securely who 
seek not a personal interest in the precious 
sacrifice at Calvary. But they who believe in 
Jesus shall obtain life and peace. 

** There is life for a look at the crucified One ; 
There is life at this moment for thee ; 
Then look, sinner, — look unto Him and be saved, — 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree. 

** Oh, why was He there as the bearer of sin, 
If on Jesus thy sins were not laid ? 
Oh, why from His side flowed the sin-cleansing blood. 
If His dying thy debt has not paid ? 

** It is not thy tears of repentance, or prayers, 
But the blood that atones for the soul ; 
On Him, then, who shed it thou mayest at once 
Thy weight of iniquities roll. 

" His anguish of soul on the cross hast thou seen? 
His cry of distress hast thou heard ? 
Then why, if the terrors of wrath He endured, 
Should pardon to thee be deferred ? 

" We are healed by His stripes ; wouldst thou add to the 
word ? 
And He is our righteousness made; 
The best robe of heaven He bids thee put on, 
Oh, could'st thou be better arra/d ? 
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'* Then doubt not thy welcome, since God has declared 
There remaineth no more to be done; 
That once m the end of the world He appear'd, 
And completed the work He begun. 

" But take, with rejoicing, from Jesus at once 
The life everlasting He gives ; 
And know, with assurance, thou never canst die, 
Since Jesus, thy Righteousness, lives. 

" There is life for a look at the crucified One ; 
There is life at this moment for thee ; 
Then look, sinner, — look unto Him and be saved, — 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.'* 



I 



VII. 

** The heir of heaven, henceforth I fear not death. 
In Christ I live, in Christ I draw the breath 
Of the true life ; let then earth, sea, and sky 

Make war against me. On my heart I show 
Their mighty Master's seal. In vain they try 
To end my life, — that can but end its woe. 
Is that a death-bed where a Christian lies ? 
Yes ; but not his, — *tis Death himself that dies." 

Coleridge. 

" Go, call for the mourners, and raise the lament. 
Let the tresses be torn and the garments be rent ; 
But weep not for him who is gone to his rest, 
Nor mourn for the ransomed, nor wail for the blest. 
The sun is not set, but is risen on high, 
Nor long in corruption his body shall lie. 
Then let not the tide of thy griefs overflow. 
Nor the music of heaven be discord below ; 
Rather loud be the song, and triumphant the chord, 
Let us joy for the dead who have died in the Lord.'' 

Lady Nairn. 



CHAPTER VII. 

REFLECTIONS CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

WORLD. 

^^ ^VT'E shall not surely die."* These 
^ words beguiled Eve. Adam^ too, be- 
lieved them and fell. They were the devil's 
first weapons against new-formed humanity. 
They rendered Eden a wreck, and the world 
a Golgotha. The words have often been 
spoken since. They have deceived many. 
Man has with a fatal facility accepted the 
veil which Satan has held out to conceal the 
terrors of the future world. He has been 
prone to receive the message without investi- 
gating the character of the messenger by 
whom it was conveyed. 

"Ye shall not surely die." Under the 

* Gen. iii. 4. 
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experience of six thousand years Satan has 
become most shrewd as a deceiver. He has 
renewed his old temptation in another form. 
Damnation, he whispers, cannot " surely " be 
perpetual. He seeks to conceal the justice 
of God, while he pretends to magnify the 
divine majesty. 

Let us contemplate the scenes at Gethse- 
mane and on Mount Calvary. How dreadful 
was that justice which overwhelmed the divine 
Sufferer when " His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood"!* How terrible was that 
infliction of judgment which led the Son 
of God to exclaim, "My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death ; " and then, with 
His face buried in the earth, to express that 
importunate prayer, " O My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me" !"f' 

These were among the occurrences of the 
garden ; but let us follow the divine Sufferer 
to the last scene at Calvary. He trod the 
wine-press alone. The heavens put on sack- 
cloth, and the earth reeled as the sword of 

♦ Luke xxii. 44. t ^aXt. txvu ^8, 39. 
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eternal vengeance smote the ** Fellow"* of the 
Almighty. For a season the Anointed of 
God bore the anguish of the guilty, — ^sustained 
the agony of the lost The torments of hell 
were upon Him as He uttered the words, " I 
thirst" The horrors of the doomed fell on 
His guiltless soul when He called out, " My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " 
In the sufferings and death of the Redeemer 
we have presented to us a palpable illustration 
of the awful terrors of offended justice, the 
terrible retribution which God exacts for His 
violated law. 

Death, as an eternal doom, sounded through- 
out the caverns of creation. Hell heard, and 
from its dreary gulf re-echoed back the sentence, 
"Thou shalt surely die." But, as predeter- 
mined in the counsels of heaven, a mighty 
Deliverer appeared. He came "glorious in 
His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His 
strength." In the vestments of humanity He 
withstood the temptations of Satan, rendered 
perfect obedience to the divine will, and 
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offered Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of 
the guilty. We have seen Him wounded 
for our transgressions, bruised for our ini- 
quities, and having laid upon Him the chas- 
tisement of our sins. From the grave He 
rose a conqueror, having brought in an 
everlasting righteousness, and opened the 
gate of heaven. He ascended into glory, to 
offer intercession and prepare paradise for 
His people. 

The work of redemption is complete ; it is 
"a finished" work. "There remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sin." In strict conformity 
with His last words on the cross were the 
Saviour's latest instructions to His apostles 
when He said, " Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned."* 
To the believer in Christ Jesus everlasting 
life has been promised. It is his portion. 
For him has the Saviour paid the penalty of 
a violated law. He has redeemed him from 

« Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
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death, and procured him " an inheritance that 
fadeth not away." 

But many who bear the Christian name are 
unwilling to accept the gospel message in the 
fulness with which it is offered. Instead of 
resting on the finished righteousness of Christ, 
they go ''about to establish their own righ- 
teousness." Some of these possess " a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge." They 
concern themselves about the externals of the 
faith. Familiar with the rubric, and learned 
in the canon law, they contend for strict 
ecclesiastical order, and maintain a high 
priestly prerogative. They love lordly vest- 
ments, and a lofty ceremonial. Others raise 
questions about creeds and confessions. To 
every set form of belief they strenuously 
oppose themselves. Like the ancient Athe- 
nians, they love some new thing. Novelties in 
faith and worship they embrace eagerly ; they 
are "carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine." They are unsettled as the waves of 
ocean. "Unstable as water, they shall not 
excel." 

M 
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There are others, who deny the authority of 
a standing ministry, and hail as qualified to 
minister in holy things all who can speak 
"the word of exhortation." They object to 
all forms of worship. They reject the Lord's 
prayer, as doctrinally and devotionally un- 
suitable for the believer. The converted, 
they maintain, should not confess sin, neither 
should they pray for pardon, nor for the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. They reject 
the moral law, even as a rule of life ; they 
likewise reject the moral teaching of the 
Saviour. The patriarchal and Jewish churches, 
they maintain, had not the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, and therefore do not belong to 
the Bride — ^the Lamb's wife. They refuse 
communion with those who entertain not 
their peculiar doctrines, while, on minor points, 
they constantly differ among themselves. 

Others have sought extraordinary revela- 
tions ; they have desired to penetrate beyond 
the veil, and to hold intercourse with the 
supernatural. Throughout America spiritual- 
istic agency has been invoked most widely. 
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It has made some progress in Britain. There 
have been strange phenomena ; spirits, it is 
alleged, have been summoned forth. Whence 
came they ? Were these indeed the souls of 
those who were invoked } Did they ever 
bring to the living any useful or comforting 
tidings respecting the hereafter ? Have they 
cast any light on the mysteries of the future ? 
Have they corrected a single error, removed 
one doubt, or inspired new hopes.? Has 
any stranger to the work of grace, on wit- 
nessing these phenomena, closed with the 
offer of pardon ? Does not the old truth 
hold sure, — that truth which, originally spoken 
under the old dispensation, is more emphatic 
under the new ? — " If they [the unconverted] 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead." 

The Saviour has "done all things well" 
Let us remain satisfied with His abundant 
revelation, and avoiding all speculations 
concerning faith or doctrine which minister 
not to edifying, let us rest in His finished 
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righteousness, and glory in nothing save in 
His cross. 

Many care for none of these things. They 
pull down their bams, and build greater. Or, 
if they have no barns to construct, they form 
visionary notions of happiness, and build 
castles in the air. The multitude are encum- 
bered with many cares. Even the pleasure- 
seeker has his hands full. He has his appoint- 
ments at the sporting-place, at the theatre, in 
the ball-room, at his club. The merchant 
feels that the claims of his counting-house 
become more urgent as his prosperity 
increases. The senator, having carried a 
favourite measure, involves himself in new 
schemes of legislation. It would be so with 
the worldly man though his life were protract- 
ed for a thousand years. A little reflection 
might show the futility of living for this 
world alone. Let us walk forth to the church- 
yard. Our fathers — all that was mortal of 
them — rest here. They too plied the oar of 
business ; " they bought, they sold ; they 
planted, they builded." They called their 
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lands after their own names. But death ar- 
rested the progress of their undertakings. 
Their enterprises are forgotten ; their wealth 
has passed to others ; their names arie re- 
membered only on their tombstones, for the 
generations which knew them have gone hence. 
Let us ask the opulent worldling as to the 
state of his soul. If he answers truly he will 
acknowledge that the anxieties of riches have 
counterbalanced the pleasure of possessing 
them, and that, so far as solid satisfaction is 
concerned, he might have been poor. 

A great apostle imparts most reasonable 
counsel in these words, — " Not slothful in 
business ; fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord." * 
Sloth enervates the body, enfeebles the mind, 
and corrupts the soul. The most sedulous 
occupation, without spirituality of nature, is 
unproductive of enjoyment. But industrious 
pursuit, combined with Christian fervour, is 
greatly blessed. Such is the service of heaven. 
The steward of God's bounties improves all 
the gifts which he has received. He re- 

* Rom. xii. n. 
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members that man was employed in Eden, 
and shall be occupied in glory. "When we 
were with you," writes St. Paul to tne Thessa- 
lonians, "this we commanded you, that if any 
would not work, neither should he eat"* 

The Christian believer seeks to fulfil the 
twofold duty of improving his " talent " both 
with respect to the present world and the 
future. "Man," he feels, "doth not live by 
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Lord."f He endea- 
vours "to dress," not "to keep," his present 
possession. His aspirations are upward. He 
seeks "first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness." J He proceeds in "the wil- 
derness, leaning on his beloved." § 

The career of the man of the world is 
bright only on the surface ; there is darkness 
on his soul. He seems not to be in trouble 
as others are ; his greeting is joyous, and his 
laugh loud in the market-place, but there is a 
load upon his heart which no aid of fascina- 

* 1 Thess. iii. lo. f Deut viii. > 

X Matt. vi. 33. § Cant viii. 5. 
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tion may charm away. " His joy," in the 
words of Robert Hall, "is that of the maniac 
dancing in his chains ; the joy of the criminal 
on his way to execution." He cannot look 
pleasurably on the past, nor does he hope- 
fully anticipate the future. He has been 
storing up for time, which must pass away, 
and has neglected to prepare for that land 
where the rags of the faithful beggar are more 
esteemed than the proud vestments of the 
worldling. 

Two characters may be adduced, — the 
youthful profligate and the aged debauchee. 
Each sought happiness in a course of 
sensual indulgence. Neglecting a father's 
entreaties and a mother's tears, the youthful 
sensualist plunged deep into the vortex of 
worldly pleasures. He rioted in lust ; he 
sunk deeper in the mire of licentiousness ; 
"whatever his eyes desired, he kept not from 
them." Vice, ere long, binds him as with 
iron fetters. He is stretched upon a sick bed. 
His ^omplaint is mortal, and the physician 
can impart no hope. The time for levity is 
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past, — a period of awful reality has come. 
Where shall comfort be found ? To the true 
source of peace the miserable sufferer has 
been a stranger; he cannot now turn his 
thoughts to that Saviour whose name he had 
despised. He sinks ! Shall lips used to cursing 
join in the songs of Sion? shall feet which 
were swift in the path of the destroyer tread 
the golden floor ? 

The aged debauchee bends at length under 
the pressure of his infirmities and sins. His 
memory is keen ; he indulges in a long retro- 
spect. The wreck of many a young life he 
traces to his temptations. He remembers the 
homes which he has rendered desolate; the 
grey hairs which he has brought with sorrow 
to the grave. He remembers gifts abused, 
talents misapplied, lusts indulged. He thinks 
of his long rebellion against God. By day he 
is oppressed with visions of terror; at night 
he is distracted by fearful dreams. He be- 
holds God as a terrible avenger, and starts 
back from the contemplation of the judgment 
throne. 
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These illustrations point to the consumma- 
tion of a career of sensuality. But every 
species of worldliness is unsatisfying, and is 
destructive. Alexander the Great wept on the 
throne of a world. The Emperor Charles V. 
sought in the seclusion of a monastery, that 
spiritual repose which he failed to secure on 
an imperial throne. The celebrated Madame 
de Maintenon, who from an humble condition 
became Queen of France, thus wrote amidst 
the blandishments of royalty : — " I have been 
young and beautiful, have had a high relish 
of pleasure, and have been the universal object 
of love. In a more advanced age I have 
passed years in the interchange of intellectual 
pleasures ; I have at last risen to favour; but I 
protest that every one of those conditions 
has found the mind a dismal vacuity." 
Solomon has summed up the narration of 
worldly glory in these expressive words, — 
" Vanity of vanities ; all is vanity." 

To the Christian believer the world is in 
some respects a possession to be prized. It was 
the scene of his Saviour's triumph, and of his 
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own conversion. It witnessed the commence- 
ment and progress of his spiritual life. On its 
surface he has held sweet communion with 
heaven. It shall become, on the great day of 
resurrection, the scene of his final victory. 
The privileges and comforts of the world, too, 
sustain the Christian. They evoke his love ; 
they teach him that even in the outer court 
the Lord leaveth not His people comfortless ; 
they are like the grapes of Eshcol, a pledge 
of celestial blessedness ; a pillar of fire in the 
dark wilderness ; a meteor star guiding to 
Bethlehem. 

All this is so. Yet the world, even at best, 
is only a pilgrimage-way. The path of the 
believer is beset with thorns — the thorns of 
trial and temptation. He marches through 
an enemy's country, and is often wounded by 
the archers. The curse which was pronounced 
upon the earth passes into his soul ; and he is 
ready to exclaim, " O wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?" He is compassed with adversaries 
from without and from within. Without 
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Satan ravages as a Hon ; within are the unholy 
promptings of corruption. In this warfare 
there is no discharge ; the cross must be borne 
daily ; the flesh must be crucified every hour. 
In the desert an unbroken stream of service 
must ever flow from the pilgrim's heart. 

So is the believer fitted for the operations 
of the divine Spirit. He is purified by adver- 
sity. Through affliction his faith is strength- 
ened ; the rainbow of hope rests on the cloud 
of trial. Bereavement draws him nearer to 
the source of consolation. The death of friends 
unites him closer to Him who sticketh closer 
than a brother : — 

** The path of sorrow, and that path alone, 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown ; 
No traveller ever reached that blest abode, 
Who found not thorns and briars on the road." 

The believer is engaged in a warfare in 
which victory is not uncertain. Against the 
Goliath sin he goes forth in no unproven 
armour; he fights the good fight of faith. 
The world may dazzle, but may not bewilder 
him ; the worldly may deceive, but may not 
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destroy him. Far beyond the winds and 
waves of temptation, in the calm serenity of 
a devout spirit, he can use the words of the 
Christian poetess : — 

** What's this vain world to me? 
Rest is not here ; 
False are the smiles I see, 
The mirth I hear. 
• . . • 

** That heaven I love so well 
Still in my heart shall dwell ; 
All things around me tell 
Rest is found there." 

Through the suggestions of divine grace 
the voice of Jesus addresses the Christian 
traveller, " Escape for thy life ! " Behind are 
the terrors of judgment, before is the smile of 
peace, — ^behind is the dread avenger, before 
is the city of refuge, — ^behind are the chariots 
of Egypt, before is the spirit of Him who 
addresses every believing anxious soul, saying, 
" Fear not ; I am with thee." 

There was a time when danger seemed less 
imminent. While the damsels who had gone 
forth to meet the Bridegroom slumbered and 
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slept, the deceiver was content. So long as 
the Christian lingered in the tents of un- 
righteousness, and sought not " the one thing 
needful," he was permitted to enjoy "the 
pleasures of sin." But when he became 
anxious, and gave utterance to the prayer, 
"What shall I do to be saved?" then stood 
Satan in the way as an adversary against 
him. Jesus foretold that His people "should 
have tribulation ;"* but He added those en- 
couraging words, — " Be of good cheer ; I have 
overcome the world." Resting on this great 
promise, the apostle Paul was enabled to 
exclaim, on behalf of believers, "For I am. 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."*!" 

Encouragements are needed. In a land of 
many hostilities the Christian cannot be armed 
too fully ; he requires constant assurance, so 

• John xvi. 33. t Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
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• 

that his faith fail not Peter, who protested 
that though all might forsake his Lord he 
should prove faithful, was the first to listen to 
the tempter, and to deny Him. In books of 
Christian biography we find the most devoted 
of the Lord's people confessing a temporary 
alienation from the love of Jesus. How often 
does the believer bewail his shortcomings and 
his lack of faith ! He laments the feebleness 
of his hopes. 

The conflict thickens as the campaign 
closes. With the approach of bodily weak- 
ness, Satan redoubles his energies to subdue : 
but the dying believer faints not ; he clasps 
the rod of his Redeemer* He hears His voice 
saying, in the words of the ancient prophet, 
"When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee : when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am die Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour." 

John Kent, the pious hymn-writer, died at 
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an advanced age. He was early brought to 
a knowledge of his Saviour. He long sus- 
tained the pressure of infirmity and sickness. 
On his death-bed — the writer was informed 
by his son — ^he seemed some time in a severe 
conflict. He was much dejected. The strong 
faith which had borne him through his sick- 
ness heretofore seemed to have gone down 
in darkness. But suddenly, as with meteor- 
flash, a smile rested on his countenance. 
Light arose ; the conflict was closed in triumph. 
" I have had," he said, " a struggle with the 
enemy ; he has sought to interpose my sins 
between me and God ; he has tried hard to 
persuade me that I have been deceiving my- 
self ; he has sought to drive me to despair. 
But the victory is mine. I said, I shall never 
surrender my trust in my precious Saviour ; 
I shall believe His word, and if I perish I 
perish." Soon after, the dying saint said 
gently, " I am accepted ; " and his spirit passed 
away. He fell asleep in Jesus. 

Dr. Thomas Dick, author of ** The Christian 
Philosopher," and other works, a venerated 
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friend of the writer, died at the advanced age 
of eighty-two. His writings had been blessed 
to the conversion of many. ^On perusing 
one of his works David Livingstone was led 
to consecrate himself to the cause of missions. 
Dr. Dick was eminently a man of prayer. 
He had long resisted the tempter ; his life 
bore testimony to the sincerity of his faith. 
His last illness continued several days. 
Shortly before his death he addressed the 
clergyman who attended him in these words : 
— " I have had a severe struggle ; without were 
fightings, and within were fears ; but now, 
thank God ! all is well." 

As the rays of the morning sun burst into 
the uncurtained chamber, so does the glory 
of the Lord fill the hearts of those who have 
heretofore trembled amidst the swellings of 
Jordan. A gentle whisper calms the billows 
of apprehension ; they fall at the Saviour's 
accents, " Peace, be still ! " Lately a young 
Scottish clergyman was called to his rest. 
The Rev. Andrew Crichton, of Dundee, was a 
highly gifted minister of the Free Church of 
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Scotland. He was early devoted to the Lord's 
service ; he delighted in evangelistic labours. 
In season and out of season, and latterly in 
much weakness of body, he preached the 
gospel, and discharged the other duties of the 
Christian ministry. He was at length pros- 
trated by severe illness ; he was long confined 
to a sick chamber. Of a cheerful and hopeful 
nature, he desired his relatives not to be dis- 
heartened on his account ; he was entirely 
resigned to the divine will. But he became 
suddenly depressed. A load seemed to rest 
upon his spirit, and utterly to overwhelm him. 
There was darkness without a comforter. At 
length, as if the fetters were broken, he raised 
himself in his bed, and calling for writing ma- 
terials, composed these lines : — 

** Sadly the winds are moaning, wailing, 
Calling over the sea ; 
Asketh my spirit, weak and failing, 
Are they making their moan for me ? 

** The children are digg^ graves in the sand 
Along the shore of the sea ; 
Little heed they or understand,— 
. Are they digging a grave for me ? 

N 
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" 'Twixt heaven and earth an angel flieth 
Wide-wmged over the sea ; 
And my tremblmg heart withm me crieth, 
Brings he a message for me ? 

" Homeward the laden ships are hastening, 
Hastening over the sea, 
Afar the sheen of their white sails casting, — 
Is there a haven for me ? 

"Heavily gathers the black storm-cloud, 
Lowering over the sea. 
And winds are shrieking in mast and shroud, — 
It is night, dark night with me ! 

** There is life beyond death, and peace after pain. 
Calm after storm on the sea. 
Clear is the shining after the rain, — 
The morning breaks for me ! " 

The morning broke. On its golden wings 
the soul of our dear departed friend was borne 
far away from pain, and sickness, and sorrow. 
His gentle nature experienced the calm 
serenity of heavea He saw the King in His 
beauty. 

The reader must have witnessed a beautiful 
sunset. As the glorious orb of day sunk 
under the western wave a flood of light spread 



THE FUTURE WORLD. 1 87 

upward, till the whole horizon gleamed in a 
golden splendour. With like surroundings 
does the believer sink into his rest. Clouds 
may momentarily obscure his setting, yet from 
his dying bed shall be irradiated a stream of 
glpry to cheer and strengthen those who are 
still left to battle with temptation. The de- 
parted saint reflects back upon the earth a 
portion of that brightness which he receives 
in paradise. His works follow him as a recom- 
pence, but remain behind as an example. 
He becomes a star in that firmament of which 
the Saviour is the central sun. His memory 
is blessed ; though dead, he yet speaketh. 
On the sands of time he leaves footprints 
which neither the tread of the godless nor the 
waves of error shall be able to obliterate. 
Notion the cold marble of the sarcophagus 
shall his name be preserved ; but his memory 
shall be cherished in the living, loving 
hearts of men, who will bless him for their 
faith in a Redeemer, and their hopes of 
glory. 

" The fashion of this world passeth away." 
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About one hundred and forty generations 
have been bom and have gone hence. The 
ruins of mighty cities are commingled with 
the ashes of their inhabitants. One-half of 
mankind die under the age of seventeen years. 
The earth is a vast Golgotha. The funeral 
bell tolls daily. Souls are passing hourly into 
eternity. A universal leveller, Death knocks 
as loudly at the gate of the palace as at the 
peasant's hut All must surrender their be- 
loved ones to the last enemy. Households 
and communities pass hence and are forgotten. 
The elements of decay are within us. We 
are exposed to many casualties. " Pestilence 
walketh in darkness/' and " destruction wasteth 
at noonday." We live on the verge of the 
eternal world ; " there is but a step between 
us and death." 

Men tread the churchyard so frequently 
that they become indifferent Even at the 
brink of the grave they forget the lesson of 
mortality. "All men think all men mortal 
but themselves." The mould falls upon the 
coffin-lid, but it fails to awaken an echo in the 
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hearts of the bystanders. The frailty of old 
age is not exempted from the general delu- 
sion. "The same lying spirit," remarks a 
quaint writer, " which deceived us at twenty 
IS believed at threescore and ten." 

There is a Jewish tradition that Absalom, 
when his long hair caught in the boughs of the 
thicket, saw a vision of hell, and that he dreaded 
. to sever his locks lest he should fall into the pit 
Not because of the noisomeness of the narrow 
house do men dread death ; they fear the 
dark mysteriousness of the undiscovered 
country. Appalled, they shrink back from 
penetrating into the terrible unseen. Here 
Christian revelation steps in with the message 
of comfort. The believer in Jesus can con- 
template the approach of death without ap- 
prehension. On his death-bed Dr. Preston 
used these words, — ^* Blessed be God, though 
I change my place, I shall not change my 
company, for I have walked with God while 
living, and now I go to rest with God." 
When he saw that he was dying. General 
Havelock calmly said to a companion in 
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arms, " For more than forty years I have so 
ruled my life, that when death came I might 
face it without fear." At death the Christian 
lays down the burden of his wearisome days. 
Calmly does he contemplate the time when 
earth shall see him no more ; to be with 
Christ he feels is far better. He trusts 
his Saviour's blessed words, '* He that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live." 

The writer lately stood by the tombs of 
Voltaire and David Hume. He was led to 
indulge in some reflections. These men de- 
faced their philosophical speculations by the 
profession of infidelity. They were both 
privileged with long life ; they had expe- 
rienced many blessings from that God whose 
existence they denied and taught men to 
disbelieve. From mankind they sought to 
bear off the lamp which lit up the chambers 
of the grave, while eternity they left en- 
shrouded in impenetrable darkness. They 
came at length to die. The Scottish philo- 
sopher jested at the grave's mouth ; the 
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•French atheist was less consistent. Voltaire 
contrived by artifice to receive the Sacrament, 
and instructed his executors to deposit his 
body in consecrated ground. 

These men were merry in society. Were 
they happy when alone.? Were they truly 
joyous in limiting their expectations within a 
few uncertain years, and contemplating an 
eternal silence ? To whom could they appeal 
amidst injustice } Whence derived they con- 
solation in distress, and comfort in bereave- 
ment? Concerning the past, they believed 
the historian and the annalist ; they credited 
the traveller respecting the existence of other 
lands ; but to all revelation in regard to the 
eternal future they closed the inlets of know- 
ledge. That philosophy which ends in scepti- 
cism surely is accursed ! 

The Christian turns to his Bible, that— ^ 



** Wondrous Book t bright candle of the Lord I 
Star of eternity ! The only star 
By which the bark of man can navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely." 
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The Bible speaks with authority ; its sacred 
writers were guided by the Holy Spirit 
It is the boy's own book, and to the 
mature and the aged the best volume of 
philosophy. It is the Christian's inseparable 
companion. Under its heavenly teaching he 
possesses joy in sorrow, health in sickness, 
life in death. It is his companion in solitude, 
his support in weakness, his torch in the 
dark valley. It is the charter of his hopes, 
the Mount Pisgah from which he views the 
heavenly inheritance. The sage seeks after 
wisdom, the erudite desire further knowledge ; 
but who may tell the simple joys of the 
humble peasant who — 

* * Knows, and knows no more, 
His Bible true " ? 

The Bible has revealed our present dwelling- 
place as the outer court of the heavenly 
temple. Here God is near to all that call upon 
Him ; He is ready to admit them into His 
audience-chamber. " For thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
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name is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
trite ones."* The hearer and the answerer of 
prayer, God will not despise the humblest 
petitioner who comes before the mercy-seat. 
No prayer sent on the wings of faith, and 
addressed to the care of Jesus, shall be lost at 
the court of heaven. The inarticulate prayer 
of Hannah, and the prodigal's resolve, were 
both heard. In every age God has regarded 
the earnest whispers of the human heart. 
He has bent His ear to the supplications of 
the lowly. The Lord Jesus presents the 
prayers of His people, perfumed with much 
incense, as an offering acceptable unto the 
Father who sitteth upon the throne. 

Prayer has been answered most abundantly. 
Into this bank none have deposited without 
receiving an abundant interest. " The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." Prayer has quenched the violence of 

* Isa. Ivii, 15. 
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fire, stopped the mouths of lions, brought 
strength out of weakness, and put to flight 
the armies of the aliens. 

" Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw ; 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 
Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 

** Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; 
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright ; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees." 

At the gate of heaven no traveller has 
knocked in vain. The proclamation has gone 
forth, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you." As Isaac performed his 
devotions in the field, there approached him 
the future partner of his joys. Through 
prayer was David delivered from a multitude 
of enemies. In answer to the supplications 
of her people, queen Esther received courage 
to seek the rescue of her nation, and fully- 
obtained her wish. The humble publican 
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who in the temple uttered his short, earnest 
prayer for pardon, obtained forthwith abun- 
dant grace. When Saul of Tarsus, struck 
down by the vision, used at length the accents 
of prayer, the messenger of God was sent to 
him with words of comfort to dispel the dark- 
ness of his soul. 

Long before England and Scotland were 
united under one sovereign, the former power 
resolved to effect the subjugation of the latter 
by an overpowering force. The army of 
invaders met the assembled Scots on the field 
of Bannockburn. Suddenly, as the invaders 
spread out their formidable battalions, the 
Scottish troops knelt down upon the ground. 
The spectacle was witnessed by the English 
king, who exclaimed, " The Scots ask mercy," 
They did ; they sought mercy from heaven* 
They rose and rushed upon their enemies. 
The invaders were repulsed, the throne of 
Robert Bruce was made sure, and the inde- 
pendence of a nation was secured. 

During the religious persecutions which 
ravaged Scotland in the seventeenth cen- 
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tury, the Rev. Alexander Peden and his 
flock sought refuge from a party of dra- 
goons in a mountain glen. The persecuted 
gathering had just reached their hiding-plac^ 
when they discovered that the enemy had 
fallen upon their track, and were in hot 
pursuit "Let us pray," said the anxious 
pastor; "for unless the Lord comes to our 
help we are all dead men." The little congre- 
gation knelt down, and in a few simple words 
the devoted minister entreated that they 
might be rescued from hands bent on their 
destruction. A grey mist descended from 
the summit of the mountain, and rested on a 
spot between them and their pursuers. The 
dragoons, unaccustomed to the mountain 
passes, lost their way, and soon abandoned 
the pursuit. The Lord's people obtained an 
abundant deliverance. 

Towards the close of last century, Paul 
Jones, the pirate, entered the Frith of Forth 
with three ships of war, resolved on destroying* 
the shipping, and laying several maritime 
towns under tribute. Unprepared for such an 
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aggression, the authorities on the coast were 
intimidated. In the midst of alarms, the Rev. 
Robert Shirra, secession minister at Kirk- 
caldy, assembled his people on the sea-shore, 
and, in sight of the hostile armament, prayed 
for its discomfiture. Forthwith the wind 
arose, and ere the enemy could discharge a 
single gun his fleet was driven before the gale 
back into the ocean. 

A surgeon of the Royal Navy, now resident 
at Plymouth, was on board a vessel in a 
dangerous creek, when a storm arose. The 
wind blew from nearly all points, and the 
ship, if she should escape foundering in mid- 
channel, was likely to be stranded and wrecked 
upon the rocks of a dangerous shore. Captain, 
officers, and crew were all conscious of their 
danger ; even the most hopeful had ceased to 
expect preservation. At this terrible crisis 
the surgeon stepped into his little cabin, and 
threw himself upon his knees. He prayed 
most earnestly that the tempest might be 
lulled, and that he and his shipmates might 
be delivered from impending dangers. He 
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felt that his prayer was heard, and returned 
to his place on deck. In a moment the 
storm" fell, and the ship moved smoothly as 
on a tideless lake. There was universal sur- 
prise at the suddenness of the change. For 
the first time the captain summoned his 
crew to render praise and thanksgiving for 
the divine interposition and remarkable de- 
liverance. 

A Scottish clergyman resolved to extend 
his usefulness by establishing a periodical 
which should disseminate the principles of 
Christian piety. Soon after the commence- 
ment of his undertaking, a paper-dealer's 
bill became due. Disappointed in obtaining 
the means of meeting his obligation, he en- 
treated the trader to afford him an indulgence 
of ten days, till, by the sale of his household 
furniture, he should procure means to dis- 
charge the claim. The trader peremptorily 
refused to wait a single hour, denounced the 
clergyman in the most abusive words, and 
menaced him with imprisonment. In his 
extremity the Lord's servant presented an 
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earnest prayer at the throne of the heavenly 
grace ; he implored that he might be rescued 
from the inhumanity of his fellow-man. A 
few minutes after, a gentleman sought an 
interview with him ; he came to offer him 
one hundred pounds as an immediate loan. 
With a heart full of thankfulness the clergy- 
man accepted what the Lord had sent, and 
forthwith discharged the debt which threatened 
him with ruin. 

An answer to prayer may be delayed. 
The Lord tries the faith of His people ; He 
exercises their confidence. By refusing an 
immediate response to their petitions, He 
prepares them for the reception of new and 
greater blessings. The vessel long expected 
comes freighted with a richer lading. Instead 
of the sought-for dews, there is a shower of 
heavenly benediction. 

Soon shall the Christian exchange the 
prayers of the desert for the praises of the 
heavenly temple. Every saintly desire shall 
be fully satisfied in glory. In the blessed 
realization of the heavenly rest the toils and 
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anxieties of the wilderness shall be forgotten. 
The presence of the Saviour shall diffuse uni- 
versal joy. Every heart shall be inspired 
with a holy love. Let us press onward to 
the attainment of our high destiny. 

Our home is heaven — it is not now 
That honours gild the victor's brow ; 
The Christian pilgrim here below 
Bends oft beneath the load of woe ; 
Yet sees amidst the war-cloud dun 
The radiance of that better sun 
Which points a close to warring strife, 
And ushers in the dawn of life. 

Our rest is heaven — a glory waits, 
No sorrows dim the pearly gates ; 
In mansions of the Prince of Peace, 
Concord shall reign, and wars shall cease ; 
And to their everlasting home 
The ransomed of the Lord shall come, 
While palms of victory shall be given 
To all the family in heaven. 



THE END. 
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